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Milton’s Treatise on Christian Dac- 
trine. 
(Concluded from page 54.) 


WE return to our promised extracts 
from the review of “ Milton’s Treatise 
on Christian Doctrine.” Moral ex- 
cellence was one feature of what we 
last presented to our readers—heresy 
(if such a word be not obsolete) was 
another feature. The medley of his 
opinions will now be seen to contain 
the most astonishing immorality—as 
also, in our view, not a little of spiri- 
tual insubordination and spiritual ca- 
price. & 

* On the subject of divorce, Milton’s 
doctrine coincides with that which he 
had so zealously advocated in his ‘ Doc- 
irine and Discipline of Divorce,’ and 
other tracts relating to this question.* 
He endeavours to prove, that unalter- 
_ able dislike, contrariety of temper, and 
whatever hinders that peace and solace 
which are the chief ends of the conjugal 
union, are greater reasons of divorce 
than adultery. Our Saviour unequive- 
cally confines divorce to the single case 
of adultery: Whosoever shall put away 
his wife, except it be for fornication, 
ti pe ix) roenia, and shall marry an- 
other, committeth adultery. Matt. xix. 
9; v.32. In order to evade the force 
of this, Milton is compelled to explain 
our Lord’s declaration to signify not so 
much adultery as the constant enmity, 
faithlessness, and disobedience of the 
wife, arising from the manifest and 
palpable alienation of the mind, rather 
than of the body. P. 258, © 

“ In all this our author treads closely 
in the steps of Selden. It would havé 
been well, however, if he had paid due 
attention to the formidable, we may 





“* See Milton’s Prose Works, edit. Burnett, 
where they are conveniently arranged uceord- 
ing to their subjects,” 


Vou. XI. 


say insuperable objections advanced 
by Dr. Hammond against the exten- 
sive meaning attributed to our Lord’s 
expressions by that profound scholar. 
Milton has propounded the same doc- 
trine in a more popular manner, though 
with less erudition, but he has added 
nostrength to the arguments of Selden.* 
Yet Dr. Symmons is bold enough tode- 
clare, that ‘ on the subject of divorce 
he makes out a strong case, and fights 
with arguments which are not easily to 
be repelled.’ ( ife, p. 248.) This is 
rather too much, even in the most pa- 
negyrical of all the poet’s biographers : 
but, referring our readers to Hammond’s 
learned and convincing refutation of 
Selden, we shall only observe it, 


tha 
such laxity of interpretation be adie 


ted, any given sense may be extracted 
from any given text. The Bible, so-far 
from being an unerring standard of faith 
and manners, would be the most pliable 
of ali rules, and might be easily made 
to accommodate itself to all the cireum- 
stances and conditions of life, to the 
whims and caprices, and even the vices 
of mankind. As our Saviour is speak- 
ing of married women, the plain and 
strict meaning of the expression ropyda, 
rendered ‘ fornication’ by or transla- 
tors, is ‘adultery,’ as understood by 
Schleusner,Kuinoel, Rosenmuller,Koe- 
cher, Schott, &c., and for this cause 
alone does he grant the permission of 
divorce. 

“Tn this treatise Milton advocates 
another dangerous doctrine, of which 
his former works afford no suspicion, 
namely, the lawfulness of polygamy. 
Many of the texts which are usually ad- 
duced against this practice, are brought 
under review, and tortured to serve his 





* * Selden’s Uxor Hebraica, l. 3, ¢. 23; els» 
c.27; and Hammond’s * Of resclving Coun v- 
versies,’ Qu. ii, cap. 2. ‘This traet was pus 
lished in 1653, ulmos' twenty years before MA. 
ton’s death.” 
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66 Milton’s Treatise ¢ 
purpose with considerable dexterity. 
But his great argument is derived from 
the practice of the patriarchs and wor- 
thies recorded in the Old Testament. 
He cannot believe either that so many 
holy men should have sinned through 
ignorance, or that their hearts should 
have been so hardened, or that God 
should have tolerated such conduct in 
his people, if polygamy were morally 
wrong. ‘ The practice of the saints, 
then, is the best interpretation of the 
commandments.’ But this will not be 
allowed to have much weight, when it 
is considered, that, however particular 
virtues in these worthies may be re- 
presented as patterns, they are not held 
up to us for universal imitation: some 
things, too, were permitted for the hard- 
ness of their hearts (Matt. xix. 8;) and 
the Mosaic religion itself was not de- 
signed to be a complete dispensation, 
it being only complete as introductory 
to a more pure and spiritual law. Nor 
should it be forgotten, that, either in 
consequence of the teaching of the pro- 

wphets, or of clearer views of the Levi- 
tical code, polygamy gradually ceased 
during the latter period of the Jewish 
polity ; for in the New Testament we 
meet with no trace of any such prac- 
tice being tolerated. 

“ That polygamy is contrary to the 
intention of the Creator, is apparent 
from the equality in the number of 
males and females born into the world; 
from his having created only one wo- 
man for the first man; from the inju- 
rious effects which result from a plura- 
lity of wives; and from the prohibi- 
tions delivered in the Scriptures of the 
New Testament. These arguments 
against polygamy are so strong, that 
the sagacity of Milton, it may be pre- 
sumed, would not have resisted their 
force, had he not been influenced by 
the circumstances of his first marriage. 
Dr. Sumner, indeed, appears to be of a 
different judgment ;* but, if Milton bad 
not been blinded by self-partiality, if 
he had not been anxious to vindicate 
his conduct in an affair which sober 
reason can never approve, it cannot be 

- supposed that a mind like his would 

ever have entertained opinions . so 





** ® See his note (4) in p. 255.” 
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groundless and sd tnischievous. Such 
is the intimate union between faith and 
practice, that error in the former is ge. * 
nerally accompanied with obliquities in 
the latter. Our judgments are affected 


by the feelings; our reasonings are bis } 
_assed by our prejudices. Ihe most efé 
_ fectual way to hold the balance of rea. 
son firm and steady, is to purify the ~ 


heart and life from all the vices and 
follies, which, wherever they exist, will 
have an undue influence over our better 
judgment. Let all who are sincere in 
the desire to penetrate the recesses of 
truth, and especially of sacred truth, 
guard their conduct with a vigilant eye, 
Every moral aberration will, though 
unperceived perhaps by themselves, 
warp more or less their intellectual 
owers. 

* To the same cause may be attri- 
buted Milton’s lax notions respecting 
the ministerial authority, and ecclesi- 
astical jurisdiction. He is said to haye 
first been a favourer of the Presbyteri- 
ans, then of the Independents, and 
lastly to have been a professed mem 
ber of no particular sect of Christians, 
He who changes from opinion to opi- 
nion, who wanders from sect to sett, 
subjects himself to the imputation of 
weakness and frivolity : but ae 
was not the character of Milton’s mind; 
his Erastian notions, therefore, can only 
be attributed to his having imbibed a 
portion of the malignant spirit of the 
age which subverted the altar and the 
throne. His disregard of external re 
ligion cannot be vindicated, notwith 
standing the apologies offered by some 
of his annotators and biographers. If 
the Almighty have constituted a visible 
church on earth, it must be the duty a 
well as the interest of every Christiat 
to prove himself a member of it 
openly and vutwardly complying wi 
the terms of its communion. Listen 0 
the judgment of a writer who was 
mach superior to Milton in gigantic 
force of intellect, as he was below him 
in imaginative invention: ‘ To be of 
no church is dangerous. Religion, of 
which the rewards are distant, 
which is animated only by faith 
hope, will glide by degrees out of the 
mind, unless it be invigorated and fe 
impressed by external ordinances, bY 
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* 
stated calls to worship, and the salu- 
tary influence of example.’ Such is 
the sentiment of Dr. Samuel Johnson; 
and it is likely it would have found an 
echo in the bosom of Milton, for he 
expressly owns the duty of joining in- 
ternal and external worship in practice 
(p- 557.) But having deserted the out- 
ward ordinances of religion, he lived 
on, like too many others, in the neglect 
of what, in all probability, his better 
judgment approved. 

“ His opinions on the authority and 
government of the church, as recorded 
in this treatise, are as loose as can well 
be imagined. He seems to carry his 
notions of individual liberty, or rather 
licence, in matters of religion, to an ex- 
tent scarcely compatible with the insti- 
tution of a Christian ministry. A to- 
leration of all the different sects of 
Christians is now universally acknow- 
ledged : not so the right of private opi- 
nion to the extent claimed by some; 
for such an unlimited right is incon- 
sistent with the very idea of an eccle- 
siastical establishment. He maintains 
that the visible church consists of all 
believers in any place whatever, either 
individually, or in conjunction with 
others (p. 457;) that any believer is 
competent to act as an ordinary minis- 
ter, provided he be endowed with the 
necessary gifts,—these gifts constitut- 
ing his mission (p. 461 ;) that any be- 
liever furnished with the requisite gifts, 
may administer the rites of baptism and 
the Lord’s supper (pp. 463, 464 ;) that 
every believer has a right to interpret 
the Scriptures for himself (p.472;) that 
the choice of ministers belongs to the 
people (p. 483;) that, though a cer- 
tain recompence to ministers is reason- 
able and sanctioned by the law of God, 
yet it is better to render an unpaid ser- 
vice to the church (p. 484 ;) that, where 
this is impracticable, ministers should 
look for their support, not from the 
edicts of the civil power, but from the 
spontaneous liberality of the church 
(p.486;)} that to bargain for tithes or 
other stipendiary payments, or to have 
recourse to legal processes for the re- 
covery of allowances purely ecclesias- 
tical, is the part of wolves rather than 
of ministers of the Gospel (p, 487 ;) 
that. ministers are to live on their own 
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private resources, by the exercise of 
some calling, by honest industry (p. 
489 ;) that church discipline consists 
in a mutual agreement among the mem- 
bers to fashion their lives according to 
the Christian doctrine, and to regulate 
every thing in their public meetings 
decently and with order (p. 497;) that 
the custom of holding assemblies is to 
be maintained according to the apos- 
tolical institution, which did not ordain 
that an individual, and he a stipendiary, 
should have the sole right of speaking, 
but that each believer in turn should 
be authorized to speak, or prophecy, 
or teach, or exhort, according to his 
gifts (p. 498.) 

“ Were it possible to effect the uni- 
versal adoption of these conceits, for 
they deserve no better designation, 
what an admirable confusion would 
thence arise? Every man might be- 
come his own church; and every man 
might broach whatsoever doctrines he 
chose, without the fear of censure or 
reproach. The want of an- adequate 
and legal provision would drive from 
the ministerial office all that is respect- 
able for rank or talent, to make room 
for the hypocrite and the enthusiast. 
Learning would be soon scared away, 
when even the lowest of the rabble 
might presume to become teachers ; 
and ignorance and fanaticism would 
then be left undisturbed to hatch their 
wild brood of heteregeneous opinions. 
Instead of being all of one mind, avd 
speaking the same thing, the Christian 
world would become a very Babel of 
noisy and discordant tongues. If un- 
der such a state of things the: church 
could exist at all, she would exist shorn 
of her beams, lacerated by endless dis- 
sensions, without rewards to remune- 
rate merit or to stimulate abilities, with 
no outward splendour to adorn her, no 
harmony, no order, no discipline. 

“ We will not undergo the useless 
trouble of refuting a scheme more vain 
and visionary, more pregnant with 
things ‘ abortive, monstrous, and un- 
kindly mixed,’ than his own limbo of 
vanity. We will not contrast it with 
the beautiful and evangelical fabric of 
the Anglican Church, unrivalled for 
her pure faith and tolerant principles, 
With a distinction of ranks to excite 
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the hopes of emulous youth, with wealth 
sufficient to reward talent, but not to 
encourage indolence, she invites to her 
service those who by knowledge and 
active piety are best fitted to diffuse 
the truths of religion. Her claim to 
veneration and respect rests upon the 
high and exalted ground of her being 
a faithful depository of revealed truth, 
a pure branch of the apostolical church 
of Christ. By the excellence of her 
formularies, the soundness of her doc- 
trines, and the well directed zeal of her 
ministry, she is the head and glory of 
the reformation; subject to trials as 
militant here on earth, but destined 
hereafter to reign triumphant in hea- 
ven. That she is built upon the rock 
of ages, and that her episcopal form of 
ecclesiastical polity is of divine institu- 
tion, has been demonstrated by num- 
bers who have protected and adorned 
the Church of England. It is not re- 
quired of us to go over the same ground ; 
and we have not the presumption to 
imagine that our feeble hands are need- 
ed for the safety of our Zion, defended 
as it has been, and still is, by hosts of 
champions whose prowess has borne 
down all opposition in the field of con- 
troversy. 

* Tt can be nothing wonderful that 
he whose ideas of church government 
are so crude and undigested, should 
entertain conceptions equally false of 
the external services of religion. Mil- 
ton lays but little stress upon the public 
offices of worship, and the outward mi- 
nistration of the word. With regard 
to the place of prayer, all are in his 
opinion equally suitable (pp. 567, 600;) 
as to public instruction, any believer is 
competent to preach the Gospel 
463 ;) the law of the Sabbath is re- 
pealed, and no particular day of wor- 
ship has been appointed in its place 
(p. 605 ;) * the Lord’s prayer was in- 
tended rather as a model of supplica- 
tion, than as a form to be repeated 
verbatim by the apostles, or by Chris- 
tian churches at the present day. Hence 
the superfluousness of set forms of wor- 
ship; seeing that, with Christ for our 
Master, and the Holy Spirit for our 
assistance in prayer, we can have no 
need of any human aid in either re- 
spect.’ (P. 562.) 





[No.3 § patel 
“ That our Saviour intended the, 8 jscient 
Lord’s prayer as a form to be repeated, truth, 
by Christians, is evident from the exe amin 
pressions recorded by St. Luke, * When. the / 
ye pray, say, Our Father, which art. tianit 
in Heaven, &c. (xi. 23) and in S45 those 
Mat:hew’s Gospel Christ’s words im Eng! 
ply the same thing, 4fter this manner and | 
therefore ovrws ov, pray ye, Our Fo unde! 
ther, &c. (vi. 9.) Milton was too goad and 
a Greek scholar not to have drawn the, prob: 
same conclusion, had not his under. of th 
standing been perverted by puritanical? the a 
zeal and prejudice. If set forms of mon 
worship are superfluous, it is s with 
not unreasonable to infer that the ex mer 
temporaneous prayers of ministers are cane 
equally unnecessary to guide the devo. : ‘ Vie 
tions of religious assemblies. In the dicat 
light of addresses to the Deity, it is the the 
same thing to the worshipper whether whic 
they are precomposed or extemporary; upor 
they are both forms which he has to the 
follow: and no reason can be given prej 
why the Holy Spirit should not be ‘No 
alike influential in the one case as in proy 
the other. To reject altogether set und 
forms in public worship is impossible, judg 
the unpremeditated prayer of an indi- inte 
* vidual minister being a set form to the dev 
rest of the congregation, —and it would of t 
be unwise were it possible. In our am 
present imperfect state it would be tion 
giving admission to absurd, inconsis- and 
tent, and unhailowed addresses to a is @ 
God of infinite purity and_perfec- dor 
tions. It would open a door to all the eas 
excesses of fanatic and self-conceited har 
ignorance, to the exclusion of calm in 3 
and rational devotion. The conse- a ¢ 
quence of which would be, that the the 
thinking and sober part of mankind not 
would either turn away from public an 
worship in disgust, or give way to that by 
mystic Pictism, to which Milton, as de 
may be inferred both from his personal ch 
conduct and the treatise before us, was an 
too much inclined in the latter period cr 
of his life, sh 


“The advantages of liturgical offices ve 
of devotion so far preponderate over 
spontaneous prayer, that it is surpris- M 
ing they should appear in a different Be 
light to the keen intellect of our great th 
poet. In reference to his anti-Trinita- \ 
rian notions, Dr. Sumner regrets ‘ that al 


the mighty mind of Milton, in its cone 


Mafch,-1827.] 


sscientious, though mistaken search after 
truth, had not an opportunity of ex- 
amining those masterly refutations of 
the Arian scheme, for which Chris- 
tianity is indebted te the labours of 
those distinguished ornaments of the 
English Church, namely, Bishop Bull 
and Dr. Waterland (p. xxxv.) But his 
understanding, warped by prejudice, 
and elated by self-confidence, would 
probably have resisted the arguments 
of these celebrated divines, as it did 
the arguments of a Hooker and a Ham- 
mond. He could not be unacquainted 
with the incomparable work of the for- 
mer on Ecclesiastical Polity, and we 
cannot suppose him ignorant of the 
‘ View of the New Directory and Vin- 
dication of the Ancient Liturgy,’ by 
the judicious Hammond ;* a treatise 
which, if we may judge from its effect 
upon ourselves, brings conviction to 
the mind with irresistible force. The 
prejudices which Lord Bacon, in his 
‘ Novum Organum,’ by a bold but ap- 
propriate image, calls the idols of the 
understanding, are able to wrest the 
judgment even of men who with honest 
intentions, and in the sobriety of age, 
devote themselves to the investigation 
of the truth. A mind formed in such 
a mould as Milton’s, fervent in its affec- 
tions, bold and daring, with the power 
and the ambition to surmount whatever 
is arduous, and spurred on by the in- 
domitable ardour of genius, became an 
easy prey to the contagion of the un- 
happy period in which he lived. Yet 
in an age phrenzied with fanaticism to 
a degree scarcely to be paralleled in 
the history of human folly, there were 
not a few men of commanding intellect 
and learning, raised up, as we believe, 
by the especial interposition of Provi- 
dence, who steadfastly adhered to the 
church in her fallen fortunes, and, calm 
amidst the storms, steered the conse- 
crated ark safely through the rocks and 
shoals which endangered it, into a ha- 
ven of peace and security. 

“With regard to the time of worship, 
Milton thus sums up the result of his 





“* Hammond's Treatise, as appears from 
the Life by Fell, prefixed to his works in 4 vols. 
fol., was published in 1645, and Milton died in 
$674. He could hardly have overlooked, during 
ali this intermediate time, the work of so dis- 
tinguished a man as Dr. Hammond.” 
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researches ; ‘ first, that under the Gos- 
pel no one day is appointed for divine 
worship in preference to another, ex- 
cept such as the church may set apart 
of its own authority for the voluntary 
assembling of its members; and se- 
condly, that this may conveniently 
take place once every seven days, and 
particularly on the first day of the 
week ; provided always that it be ob- 
served in compliance with the autho- 
rity of the church, and not in obedi- 
ence to the edicts of the magistrate: 
and likewise that a snare be not laid 
for the conscience by the allegation of 
the divine commandment, borrowed 
from the Decalogue’ (p. 610.) The 
observance of different days in the 
week would interfere with the neces- 
sary occupations of men in civil so- 
ciety; but how one particular day 
could be set apart in any community 
by the authority of the church, where 
any body of Christians, numerous or 
few, or one individual, may constitute 
a church, we are at a loss to discover. 
It is the doctrine of most Unitarians, 
and of many in other respects ortho- 
dox, that our Saviour has abolished all 
distinction of days ; and the Romanists 
ground the obligation of a weekly festi- 
val on the authority of the church, 
Without entering into the question of 
the divine origin of the sabbatical in- 
stitution, (though the arguments for 
the affirmative are in our judgment too 
strong to admit of doubt,) we shall 
merely observe, that it is dangerous to 
rob it of a divine sanction, considering 
how indispensable it is to the mainte- 
nance of true religion. Abolish the 
observation of a sabbath, and piety 
will soon vanish from the earth. Im- 
piety, and the desecration of this festi- 
val, must, in the nature of things, have 
a mutual relationship. Hence itis a 
fact verified by all experience, and all 
ecclesiastical history, that according to 
the manner in which the Sabbath has 
been kept in all ages, religion has been 
found to flourish or decay. 

“ We had intended to point out for 
reprehension some other opinions which 
are deemed erroneous by the best di- 
vines ; as for instance, that the world 
was not created out of nothing (p.178 ;) 
that the soul is subject to death, and 
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consequently that there is no interme- 
diate state (1. i. c. 13;) that the moral 
law of Moses is abolished (I. i. c. 27 3) 
that infant baptism is improper (I. 1. 
c. 28 ;) that the Decalogue is not bind- 
ing upon Christians (I. ii.c.1.) We 
might also have noticed the author’s 
strange remarks on the nature of the 
Deity (I. i. ¢.2;) his low and unscrip- 
tural explanation of the sacraments 
(1. i. c. 28;) and his absurd definition 
of marriage (1. i. c. 10;) together with 
some contradictions, and many false 
interpretations, and mistaken applica- 
tions of Scripture texts; but we with- 
draw from the ungrateful task, and 
shall conclude with one or two general 
observations. 

“ We are told by his biographers, 
that Milton was master of Greek, Latin, 
Hebrew. Chaldee, Syriac, as well as 
of the modern languages, French, Ita- 
lian, and Spanish. ‘That he was an 
universal scholar is evinced by his 
writings; but that his biblical know- 
ledge was either extensive or profound 
cannot be so easily granted. I[t would 
be ridiculous to compare him to the 


ants of those days—to a Walton, a 
Eastell, a Pocoche, a Beveridge, a 
Pearson, a Hammond, a Barrow, a 
Bramhall, a Taylor, a Lightfoot, or an 


Usher. Asa theologian, he must be 
allowed to be inferior to his non-con- 
formist brethren, Baxter, Howe, and 
Owen; nor is it certain whether he 
can be ranked above his Puritanical 
contemporaries,—the mystical Smec- 
tymnus.* Be this as it may, but little 
evidence appears of extensive learning 
in the ‘ Christian Doctrine.’ It exhi- 
bits no traces of deep research; nor 
does his mode of treating the several 
topics, evince a mind enriched with 
the ample stores of theological litera- 
ture. He seldom refers to other au- 
thors; and there is nothing to show 
that he was well read in the remains of 
the ancient Fathers This, it is true, 





** * Bishop Hall’s Humb!e Remonstrance in 
favour of Episcopacy was answered by five mi- 
nisters under the name of Smeetymnus, viz, 
Stephen Marshall, Edward Calamy, Thomas 
Young, Matthew Newcomen, and William 
Spurstow, the initial letters of whose names 

roduce the word. * This,’ says Mr. Todd, 
is to be enum ated among the few playful 
tricks of fanaticis.a.’ Life of Milton, p. 45.” 


[Nog 


may be in some degree accounted 
partly by the confidence in his 9 
abilities which led him to disdain. 
borrowed assistance, and partly by 
design to found his system of divi 
on the Bible alone ; but his Citations of 
Scripture, and the way in which the 
are applied, indicate neither learnig 
nor judgment. He not unfreq 
strings together texts without regard 
their applicability, as it were with 
view to parade, in a manner which » 
judicious interpreter can approve. He 
seldom attempts critical explication, 
and when he does, they are for 
most part trite and superficial. It wa 
an age, it is readily granted, when bib 
lical criticism and hermeneutic the 
logy were only beginning to be cult 
vated, at least in this country; butit 
does not appear that he was much com 
versant with these branches of know 
ledge—without which no one should 
presume to expound the sacred Scrip 
tures. 

“ This was probably one cause of 
the erroneous view which he took d 





some principal and doctrinal texts; | 


and another unquestionably was—hig 
disdain of all authority in religion 
matters. He seems to have considerél 
every surrender of individual opinion 
as inconsistent with Christian liberty, 
and every deference to the judgment 
or authority of authors as an infringe 
ment of the natural rights of man, 
Every believer, he avers, has a right 
to interpret the Scriptures for himself, 
and the exposition of public teachers 
can be of no use to him, except so ft 
as it is confirmed by his own com 
science. Hence he believes that any 
acquiescence in human authority, ia 
human traditions, in the opinions of 
our forefathers or of antiquity, is t 
impose a yoke upon believers contrary 
to the freedom which we enjoy uader 
the Gospel (1. i. c. 30.) With him the 
Scriptures alone are the rule and canon 
of faith, and a more reverential homage 
cannot possibly be paid to them than 
is exhibited throughout his life and 
writings; but it is to the Scriptures as 
interpreted by himself. The sense put 
upon them by the learned commenti 
tors in all ages, and even by the church 
of Christ in the best and primitive 





er od 


= . ss & 





* 


Ee 


Match, 1827.] Report of the Faculty of the Gen. Theolog. Seminary. 


times, he treats with contumelious scorn. 
His own exposition of them, and no 
other, will he condescend to adopt 5 
affording in this an exemplification of 
the remark, that extremes often ap- 

roach near to each other: for the 
Church of Rome rests her exorbitant 
claims upon the Scriptures,—but then 
it is upon them as interpreted by her- 
self. How different is the Church of 
England! She founds her claims upon 
Scripture, not interpreted by herself, 
but by reason and learning; at the 
same time paying a respectful defer- 
ence to the voice of pious antiquity. 
In like manner she exhorts her chil- 
dren to search the Scriptures and to 
examine for themselves; yet not to 
contemn the authority of the church, 
of the ministry, and of antiquity. A 
haughty dependence on individual judg- 
ment, a renunciation of the authority 
of the church as the depository and 
guardian of revealed truth, is pregnant 
with mischief in so weak and fallible a 
being as man. Some deference is due 
to opinions espoused by the most emi- 
pent men in successive ages, and some 
feverence is due to the faith of those 
who lived in the early periods of Chris- 
tianity. We abhor the preposterous 
claim of infallibility; neither do we plead 
for an implicit obedience to the church 
or to antiquity ; but we are convinced, 
that to reject altogether their authority, 
is to renounce the best guide in the ex- 
position of the Scriptures. If in this 
opinion Milton be against us, we have 
a greater than he for us. ‘ Religio mihi 
est, eritque, contra torrentem omnium 
Patrum ac veterum Doctorum S. Scrip- 
turas interpretari, nisi quando me argu- 
menta cogunt evidentissima ; quod nun- 
Multis enim 


quam eventurum credo. 
certe probabilitatum ac verosimilium 
rationum momentis preponderare de- 
bet consentiens (primzve presertim) 


Antiquitatis judicium.’ Bull, Defens. 
Fid. Nicene. Sect. I. cap. 1, § 9. 

“ Enough has now been done, we 
trust, to satisfy the demands of critical 
oe. The volume upon which we 

ve been commenting, considered as 
a System of Divinity, can scarcely be 
said to add to our stores of knowledge; 
while the valuable and instructive parts, 
and it contains many such, are but a 
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small, if any, compensation for the mass 
of heterodoxy which lies there undis- 
guised in all its naked deformity. By 
the well-grounded theologian it may be 
read with profit; but others, it is to be 
feared, will nut lose the tempting op- 
portunity of sheltering themselves un- 
der the shadow of so honoured a name. 
As a composition, it is mild and tem- 
perate, divested, as we have before said, 
of that spleen and bitterness which dis 
grace Milton’s other prose writings,— 
at the same time destitute of the bril- 
liant fancy and splendid elequence by 
which they are adorned. So far, how- 
ever, from regretting the appearance of 
the work, we cannot forbear to express . 
our gratification at its discovery and 
publication Considered merely as the 
record of our great poet’s deliberate 
opinions on the most momentous of all 
subjects, it is both curious and interest- 
ing. Nor, much as we differ from the 
author on many points, do we wish to 
repress the publicity of his individual 
faith; persuaded that orthodox prin- 
ciples have nothing to fear from the 
utmost liberty of discussion, and that 
truth must ultimately triumph by the 
permission of free inquiry. Yet we 
must not dissemble our conviction, that 
the § Treatise on Christian Doctrine’ 
will not add to the author’s reputation 
as a writer, a scholar, or a theologian. 
But Milton has obtained so elevated a 
niche in the Temple of Fame, that a 
posthumous publication, whatever may 
be its defects, cannot cast even a mo- 
mentary shade over the brightness of 
his renown.” 
f—— 5] 
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Report of the Faculty of the General 
Theological Seminary, made to the 
Trustees in November last. 


Tue faculty of the General Theolo- 
gical Seminary of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States, re- 
spectfully make to the board of trustees 
of said seminary the following report : 

The seminary having been in opera- 
tion but one month since the last meet- 
ing of the trustees, there is but little to 
report on the subject of the course of 
studies, It has commenced in the usual 
order, with such vari&tions as were re- 
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quired by the alterations in the statutes 
made by the trustees at their last meet- 
ing. In the department of the Nature, 
Ministry, and Polity of the Church, it 
is intended to introduce, as a text-book, 
the three letters of the Rev. William 
Law to Dr. Hoadley, bishop of Bangor. 
The professor of this department has 
uniformly recommended to the students 
the perusal of those letters, and been 
anxious to introduce them as a text- 
book. The time, however, allotted to 
the course would not admit of their be- 
ing thus introduced It will be now 
effected by omitting the study of 
* Reeves’s Apologies,” except the 
Treatise on the Right Use of the Fa- 
’ thers appended to that work. The fre- 
quent references to the Fathers, and 
copious extracts from them, in the 
course of studies in this department, 
were thought to justify the change. 

The faculty feel much gratified in 
reporting an accession of fourteen stu- 
dents since the opening of the seminary 
this year, viz.— 

On October 2. John M.Guion, A.B., 
of New-York; Robert W. Harris, A.B., 
of New-York; Paul Trapier, A. B., of 
South-Carolina; and Ulysses M.Whee- 
ler, A. B., of New-York. 

On October 3. Edward Ballard, of 
New-York ; Edward Y. Higbie, of De- 
laware; and Horatio Potter, A. B., of 
New-York. 

On October 9. Robert W. Golds- 
borough, A. B., of Maryland; Henry 
Gregory, A. B., of New-York; and 
Hewlett R. Peters, A. B., of New-York. 

On October 16. John Wiley, jun., 
of Delaware. 

On Octuber 30, William Croswell, 
A. B., of Connecticut. 

On October 31. Clement F. Jones, 
of Pennsylvania, who had formerly be- 
longed to the seminary ; but received, 
on request, last year, an honourable 
dismission ; and William H. Judd, A.B., 
of Connecticut. 

Of the above, all entered the third 
class exeept Messrs. Potter and Judd, 
who were admitted into the second, 
and Mr. Jones, who was admitted into 
the firs, they having, on examination, 
been found qualified for those classes 
respectively. 

Messrs. Leland and Marshall, who 
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were absent at the last public exam; 
tion, by leave of the faculty, have; 
turned. . 
The whole present number of 
dents is 30, as follows :— 
First Class. Hiram Adams, of Ney 
York ; John W. Curtiss, of New-York; 
William A. Curtiss, of New-York ; % 
muel Fuller, jun., of New-York ; Geor 
Hinton, of New-York;. William 
Lewis, of Connecticut; Edward W, 
Peet, of Connecticut ; Abdiel Pheebuy, 
of New-York; Thomas Young, 
South-Carolina; Clement F. Jones, gf 
Pennsylvania—L0. 7 
Second Class. Harry Finch, of Co 
necticut; William Lucas, of Pennsyl 
vania; Alexander W. Marshall, of 
South-Carolina ; Isaac Pardee, of Nea 
York; John C. Porter, of New-York 
Ephraim Punderson, of New-York 
Dexter Leland, of South-Carolina; He _ 
ratio Potter, of New-York; Willian 
H. Judd, of Connecticut—9. , 
Third Class. John M. Guion, 
New-York ; Robert W. Harris, of New 
York; Paul Trapier, of South-Care 
lina; Ulysses M. Wheeler, of New 
York ; &dward Ballard, of New-York; 
Edward Y. Higbie, of Delaware; Re 
bert W. Goldsborough, of Maryland; 
Henry Gregory, of New-York; Hew. 
lett R. Peters, of New-York; John 
Wiley, jun., of Delaware; William 
Croswell, of Connecticut— 11. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
Signed in behalf of the faculty, 
J. H. HOBART, Chairman 
Attested, 
Bensamin T. Onperponk, Sec’ry. _ 
New-York, October 31, 1826. 
—_—ear— 
For the Christian Journal. 


The Rev. John Stanford’s Annual Re | 
port on the Municipal Institutions ~ 
of New-York. 


Tue highly respectable and indefa 
tigable chaplain to the municipal insti 
tutions of the city of New-York, the 
Rev. John Stanford, has made to the 
corporation his report for 1826. This 
is an interesting and important doci 
ment, and has been published by order 
of that body. We collect from it a few 
particulars, which is all our limits will, 
allow us to insert at present. 
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Of the Bellevue establishment, con- 
ing of the Alms-house, the Peniten- 
ry, the Bellevue Hospital, with the 
chapel and school attached to the Alms- 
house, a general view is taken; and a 
comparison is drawn of the number of 
inmates in different years. In 1815, 
the Alms-house contained 1050 pau- 
pers; and in 1826 it contained, paupers 
and maniacs, 1704; showing a differ- 
ence in eleven years of 654. In 1817 
the Penitentiary contained, criminals 
and vagrants, 189; and in 1826 it 
contained of the same classes, 326; 
showing a difference in nine years of 
137. The House of Refuge, a new in- 
Stitution, contains inmates, which but 
for this retreat would have been occu- 
nts of the Penitentiary or the Alms- 
, 153. Thus the whole number 
of criminals and paupers supported by 
the city and county of New-York, in- 
dependent of the State Prison, is seen 
to be 2188. The increase, which is 
evident from these facts, can be ac- 
courted for by the great and rapid in- 
crease of population. 

Mr. Stanford gives in detail an ac- 
count of his services at the various in- 
stitutions, viz. the chapel at the Alms- 
house, the Bellevue Hospital, the Pe- 
nitentiary, the Brideweil or City Pri- 
son, and the Debtors’ Prison. In the 
first he says he has performed divine 
service every Sunday, morning and 
afternoon, throughout the year, with 
but two exceptions, occasioned by 
storm. He adds— 

“ This service is not only in accordance 
with the requisition of the benevolent Sa- 
viour, that the poor should have the Gospet 
preached unto them; but here, in the per- 
formance of social worship, they can ap- 
proach the throne of mercy, unbosom their 
cares, implore the reception of divine fa- 
yours under the variety of their cases, and 
equally listen to the voice of instruction 
and consolation. This is esteemed an in- 
estimable privilege by many pious persons 
among them, who, in their better days, 
were accustomed to worship in their own 
respective churches; and now find, that 
in the shades of poverty they are not de- 
prived of this chief means of mental en- 
joyment.” 

Of his services at the Bellevue Hos- 
pital Mr. Stanford remarks— 

“At 10 o’clock on the Friday morning, 

more tranquil maniacs are assembled 

Vou. XI. 


Municipal Institutions of New-York. 


in the hall; the women are seated on one 
side, and the men on the other; usually 
about 60 ia number. With them prayer 
is offered; a soothing discourse is deli- 
vered ; and sometimes a feeling attention 
is perceived to be expressed by many of 
them; and very seldom do any of them 
show any thing in the shape of discompo- 
sure. If no other benefit is derived by 
them from this religious service, it cer- 
tainly produces a change of scenery, re- 
lieves the depression of the mind for the 
moment, and gives it leave to take a fresh 
spring. All subjects of a sentimental, of 
of aa alarming kind, are avoided ; and no- 
thing appears to have a more salutary.ef- 
fect upon them, than the choice of a piece 
of Scripture history, from which I can 
draw a few instructive, consoling, or ani- 
mating lessons. 1 state this, not only for 
your information, but for the use of any 
who hereafter may succeed me in address 
ing such a forlorn class.of human beings, 
that they may go and do likewise. For, 
the question is not so much, whether ma- 
niacs are proper subjects of religious in- 
struction, as the manner how the duty 
should be performed ; else more evil than 
good may be derived from it, and the mad 
become more furious.” 


He then states his visits to the sick, 
and after that proceeds to the main 
building, of whose occupants he thus 
speaks :— 

“ Among the numerous occupants of thi 
extensive range of apartments, there are 
always found very many aged, infirm, and 
crippled people, who claim my sympathy 
and advice. Lest these should complain 
of neglect, I once in the month borrow a 
morning from the hospital department, for 
the purpose of visiting as many of these 
rooms as possible. Here I have frequeatly 
occasion to contemplate a sort of world in 
miniature! Some, by talent and educa- 
tion, once possessed a strong mind; but 
now, under the pangs of age and misfor- 
tune, represent a stately castle fallen in 
ruins ;—while others, collected from the 
dregs of society, lie as a useless and cum- 
brous load upon the public bounty.” 


He then details his visit on Sunday 
morning, after service in the chapel, 
to the Penitentiary, where he delivers 
a discourse and performs other minis- 
terial duties. And at two o’elock on 
Friday afternoon, the female criminals 
and vagrants are assembled in a large 
ward to his religious services. In both 
cases he speaks favourably of the ge- 
neral conduct of the unfortunates. 

Of the school in the Alms-house Mr. 
Stanford speaks in very flattering terms. 

10 
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There are 208 boys and 61 girls. His 
visit to them he calls “ one of his most 
pleasing duties,” and adds—* 1 sin- 
cerely hope that the Lord, who has 
been the guide of my youth, and who 
is now the support of my old age, will 
so smile upon these efforts, as to make 
these children virtuous and useful mem- 
bers of the community.” 

Mr. Stanford visits the Bridewell or 
City Prison every Thursday, for the 
purpose of attending any of the inmates 
who may require his instruction. His 
chief duty, however, is in the apart- 
ment allotted for females, to whom he 
“delivers a discourse, in the hope that 
while it may be consoling to some, 
others may be convinced of the impro- 
priety of their evil courses.” 

Of the Bebtors’ Prison the follow- 
ing short and unpromising account is 
given :— 

“ This prison to me may be called a 
blank; for, through the unhappy disposi- 
tion of the debtors, I have not bad an op- 
portunity this year to perform. single re- 
ligious service within its walls, notwith- 
standing my frequent calls for the purpose, 
and my disposition to promote their in- 
struction and consolation.” 

This venerable servant of the Lord 
Jesus in his closing paragraph acknow- 
ledges with pious fervour “ the kind- 
ness of his heavenly Master, who hath 
supported and assisted him through an- 
other year, in performing such a variety 
of duties in favour of the poor and mi- 
serable, especially at his advanced 
years, and under many increasing in- 
firmities.” 

—=— 


For the Christian Journal. 


Protestant Episcopal Sectety for the 
Advancement of Christianity in 
South-Carolina. 


SEVENTEENTH ANNIVERSARY. 


Tue printed report made at this an- 
niversary, held on the festival of the 
Epiphany, (January 6, 1827, ) has just 
reached us. As usual, it is full of in- 
terest to churchmen ; but it is painful 
to notice, as is at times the case with 
all institutions of the kind, a falling off 
jn the number of its members and in 
the means of its usefulness. This we 
hope and trust is but temporary, and 





[No..3. 


that the plan which has been devised 
of forming auxiliary societies in vari- 
ous parts of the diocese, will a 
be crowned with success, and afford” 
ample means for increased usefulness, 
Of the missionary stations and mission- 
ary exertions the report speaks as fol. 
lows :— 


** The missionary stations of the society 
have always been objects of paramount 
interest with the board; but their means 
have been so limited, that their wished 
have greatly exceeded their ability to acs 
complish as much as they anxiously de 
sired. Fhe happy effects which have, uns 
der God, already resulted from their la 
bours, bespeak what might be done with 
greater resources. Three new congrega- 
tions have been collected and organized, 
and as many churches built, through 
missionary exertions; some old parishes; 
which had fallen into. decay, have been 
revived, and the public worship of God 
restored. These cheering facts have been 
noticed in former reports, and they are 
now only repeated to show that the board 
“have not laboured in vain, and spent 
their strength for nought,” that the means 
which have been placed at their disposal, 
have been faithfully and successfully em- 
ployed in promoting the Redeemer’s king- 
dom ; and that Episcopalians, seeing these 
happy fruits of their small contributions 
to the society, will increase in activity 
and zeal for its prosperity It is painful, 
however, to remark, that the board of 
trustees have seen, with deep solicitude, 
the many spiritually ‘ waste places” in 
the diocese, which they are unable to fill; 
and: have heard the cry, “ Come and help 
us,” from many a destitute parish, which 
they are unable to relieve. Although 
much, very much remains to be accom- 
plished, they have at least the satisfaction 
of knowing, that they have gone to the full 
extent of the funds. They have made the 
best selection of missionary stations which 
circumstances permitted, and they hum- 
bly trust in the goodness of God to enable 
them to extend their future operations. 
more to his glory and their own satisfac- 
tion.” 


The report then speaks of the amount 
of funds ( $1550)supposed to have been 
at the disposal of the board for mission- 
ary purposes during the past year, and 
details the parishes to which aid had 
been given. It then gives extracts 
from the reports of some of the so 
ciety’s missionaries; and after iy | 
that the board had, in the early part of 
last year, passed a resolution recom 
mending that “ in every settled parish 
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or church receiving support from the 
society, a sermon ‘be preached and a 
collection made, once in every year, in 
aid of the funds of the society,” it pre- 
sents the following strong appeal :— 


“ The board of trustees are willing to 
believe that there are, even in the smallest 
parishes, some persons who love their Sa- 
viour and reverence his church, and who 
are both able.and willing to promote the 
objects of this charitable institution, if 
their attention were occasionally drawn 
to the subject. The board would ask, 
What Episcopalian, professing to be a 
sincere disciple of the Saviour of the 
werld, could remain indifferent to the 
claims of a society, whose duty it is made 
by the constitution “ to distribute copies 
of the Bible, the Book of Common Prayer, 
useful religious tracts, and other works 
of approved reputation ; to-send forth mis- 
sionaries to those places where there is 
ground for expectation that their labours 
will be successful in spreading the truths 
and cultivating the virtues of the Gospel ; 
to take by the hand youths of genius and 
piety, who need the fostering aid of bene- 
volence, and are meet to be trained up for 
the ministry of the church, and sce that 
they are properly educated for the sacred 
office?” The board believe these claims 
to be of paramount obligation upon every 
member of the church. ‘The objects of 
the society are peculiarly interesting to 
Christians. The society in fact comprises 
within its organization a missionary so- 
ciety, an education society, a Bible so- 
ciety, a Prayer Book and a tract society, 
and a library society.” 


Of the library the report states— 


“The theological library belonging to the 
society continues to.increase, and now con- 
tains 1240 volumes. Besides these, a va- 
luable collection of theological and clas- 
sical works, amounting to 544 volumes, 
belonging to a gentleman ef this city, bas 
been placed in the ‘library for safe keep- 
ing, and may be used under the same re- 
gulations as the books belonging to the 
society.” 


Of the publications of the society 
daring the last year the following ac- 
count is given :— 


“The book committee, under the direc- 
tion of the board, have published, since 
the last report, the following tracts :— 
The second edition of a Familiar Exposi- 
tion of the Church Catechism, recom- 
mended by the bishop and clergy of this 
diocese ; Bishop Horne’s Sermon on the 
Duty of Contending for the Faith, with 
his Discourse on the Trinity in Unity; 
au, Account of the Unitarian Scheme, by 
Dr. Magee, with a Scriptural View of the 


Divinity of Christ, by Simpson; and Jer- 
ram’s Conversations on Infant Baptism.” 

An account of the gratuitous distri- 
bution of books and pamphlets during 
the same period is-then given, amount- 
ing in the whole to 2298. 

We shall close our extracts with the 
account of a pious act in an eminent 
layman, whose death is recorded in 
our vol. ix. page 351, and whose ex- 
ample we cannot too warmly recom- 
mend to Episcopalians in behalf of the 
General ‘Theological Seminary, and of 


_other institutions of the church. We 


have no fear for the charity of our fe- 
males: the example of the Dorcas So- 
ciety will not want followers. 


“‘ The board have the pleasure to state, 
that the legacy of $500, left to the so- 
ciety by the ere William Clarkson, 
esq., chairman of the vestry of St. Paul’s 
church, has been paid by his executors. 
They have likewise to state, that a dona- 
tion of forty dollars has been received 
from the Dorcus Society, a female work- 
ing society of the same churcl:; and that 
a subsequent donation of a similar sum 
lias been placed in the hands of the bishop 
fer missionary purposes.” 





At page 386 of our last volume we inserted 
from the Christiau Guardian for September, 
Mr. John Fairly’s account of his trials from 
a country house. Jn referenee .to that im- 
eresting paper, the same publication for De- 
cember contains the following article, which 
we have deemed well worthy of being trans- 
jianted to our pages. 

On Mr. Fairly’s Trials from a Country 

House. 
Sir, 

{ read with much interest the paper 
in your number for September, entitled 
‘Trials, perhaps I should rather have 
called them Evils, arising § from a 
country house.’ If any of your read-. 
ers should not have noticed the paper, 
I shali be glad to draw their attention 
to it: for let them be assured that it 
describes evils by no means confined 
to the possessors of country houses, 
or even country lodgings, but ex- 
tending to numbers who do not so 
much as visit a watering place in the 
summer. season. Indeed I fear they 
are so widely diffused in the present 
day, that hardly any class is exempt 
from them.—lI have no intention to go 
over the ground which your correspon- 
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dent has so well trodden, nor to de- 
scribe afresh the evils which he has so 
strikingly depicted. All that I aim at 
is, to draw forth a little more distinetly, 
in some particulars, the admonitions 
which his story furnishes, and to keep 
attention fixed upon them till they may, 
by the blessing of God, produce a sa- 
lutary impression. 

His object evidently is to warn per- 
sons against being drawn away, per- 
haps imperceptibly, and in the first in- 
stance unintentionally, or even with 
regret, from a regular attendance on 
the ministrations of a sober faithful 
pastor, from which they have derived 
benefit. The consequences of this may 
soon prove more fatal than they at all 
apprehend. ‘These are described by 
your correspondent in a manner at 
once most natural and deeply affecting 
to the thoughtful serious mind, as they 
respect personal religion— domestic 
comfort—family religion—the charac- 
ter and conduct of children—and, in 
short, all that must form the object of 
hope and desire to the Christian mind. 

And yet how easily, and without 
suspicion of harm, do persons of the 
best intentions slide into that which is 
so productive of fatal results. ‘The case 
which your correspondent exhibits, is 
one which we may most readily sup- 
pose to occur. In other instances, the 
same effect may be produced from an 
apparently good cause—the desire only 
to add to the number of those ‘ means 
of grace,’ which are found to be sources 
of enjoyment and of benefit. Then this 
may gradually decline into a curiosity 
to hear new and popular preachers; 
who seem to be regarded and treated 
with ‘the religious world,’ just as ac- 
tors and public singers are in another 
class of society. And thus the effect 
described may be produced in its full 
extent. 

And here let me observe what your 
correspondent points out as becoming 
the attraction in the new place of wor- 
ship, in contradistinction to the old 
one. * There was more originality and 
more animation’— more ‘ anecdotes,’ 
more philosophy’—in short, more to 
excite and more to amuse-—‘ than I 
had been used to.’ Hence, when the 
‘amily returned to their accustomed 
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place in town,egll was ‘ dull, ‘ cold? 
heavy, and the sermon, though praised 
by those who were yet in sound spitiy 
tual health, as ‘ eminently faithful, ex 
perimental, and useful,’ was disrelished 
a3 having ‘little in it but what had been 
heard before.’ 

Certainly, Mr. Editor, both the sere 
vices and the preaching should be so 
managed as that they may tend to 
rouse the torpid, and to awaken Chrig 
tian feeling ; but to the appetite for ex. 
citement and for the gratification of 
curiosity, there is no end. It is eves 
craving something of yet higher zest 
and higher still. But that is no health 
ful appetite which can relish none but 
highly-seasoned viands. It is to be 
feared that it will nauseate and reject 
“ the sincere milk of the word.” 

But this is not all, Sir; your corre- 
spondent judiciously notes another cir- 
cumstance which the discerning ob- 
server will commonly trace in those 
who thus supplant sober faithful mi- 
nisters of God’s word in the esteem of 
their people ‘ His sermons did not 
come so close home as those of our owgy 
pastor.” And again, The sermon of- 
the latter ‘ stirred up some fears and 
anxieties in my mind, which I had nog 
felt under the preaching of our country 
minister.” Ah, Sir, there I fear is the 
true cause, perhaps unperceived, or at 
least not very distinctly perceived, by 
those on whom it operates, which often 
commends some or other of the new 
preachers with whom wandering hear- 
ers meet, and creates a distaste for their 
old pastors. The “ strait gate” is made 
a little wider; the “ narrow way” a 
little broader, and a little smoother; 
unpleasant duties are not enforced in 
so uncompromising a manner; the 
fancy, perhaps, is amused, the con- 
science left undisturbed. ‘I found,’ 
says your correspondent, (what I fear 
great numbers might find, if they would 
honestly examine, ) ‘ that we had sought 
amusement in sermons, rather than edi- 
fication: and I no longer wondered at 
the close and heart-searching sermons 
of our faithful pastor appearing ‘ harsh 
and severe, after we had so long been 
accustomed to smooth and entertaining 
preaching.’ 

I will only notice one more point, 
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which seems generally either overlook- 
ed or disregarded—perhaps is wholly 
unconceived—by the parties concern 
ed; I mean, the effect of cases like this 
on the minds of faithful ministers them- 
selves. ‘ Our old pastor,’ says your 
correspondent, — he is himself re- 
stored to his flock,) though he cannot 
but know that my wife and children 
are not the stated attendants they once 
were, never alludes to the painful sub- 
ject’ Whether it is right thus to pass 
it over in silence I feel by no means so 
well assured, as I do that the delicacy 
of many a wounded minister’s mind 
leads him thus to treat cases of this 
kind. But, though he may ‘ never al- 
lude to the painful subject,’ a ‘ painful’ 
one assuredly it is to every one who 
“ watches for the souls of men as one 
that must give account,” he mourns in 
secret, and gives up his account to God 
“ with grief,” and not with joy—even 
in cases in which he might perhaps ap- 
ly the apostle’s words, * Though ye 
ve ten thousand instructors in Christ, 
yet have ye not many fathers.” And 
thus, perhaps, have such persons to 
answer—besides all other things—for 
discouraging the hearts, for weakening 
the hands, and for crippling the mi- 
nistrations of those whose * joy and 
crown” they ought to have been. 
: H. 
—_ = 
The interest of the following narrative induces 
us to give it a place in our Journal. It was 
written by Mrs. Judson, and is dated from 
on board the Irrawaddy gun-boat, 60 miles 
above Prome, the 12th of March last, and 
was addressed to the late Joseph Butter- 
worth, esq. We have extracted it from the 
London Missionary Register for November, 
1826. 
Sufferings and Deliverance of the Mis- 
sionaries at Ava. 


I will not attempt to describe the 
joyful sensations produced, by finding 
myself once more in a situation to 
write to you, after an interval of two 
years—yes, two years—of suffering and 
privation, the very recollection of which 
often chills our feelings and sickens our 
hearts. Though unbelief has often 
prompted us to say that our afflictions 
were greater than we could bear or de- 
served; yet our better feelings have 
triumphed in the sovereign government 


of God, assured that he would doall 
things well, and, if it were his pleasure, 
could easily lessen our sufferings. Nor 
have we been disappointed in our hopes; 
for, in his own time and way, we have 
been extricated from all our difficulties, 
and are now safe and happy under Bri- 
tish protection. 

Knowing your interest in the Bur- 
man mission, and assured of personal 
sympathy and regard, I will endeavour 
to give you, in my usua! way, a general 
relation of events for the last two years. 

In my last to you, I mentioned that 
every thing had a warlike appearance. 
The Burman government, however, 
had no idea that the English were in 
earnest in their communications; con- 
sequently they heard the report that 
Rangoon was taken, with surprise and 
amazement. No preparation had been 
made at that po-t. for the reception of 
strangers; and even the viceroy was 
absent. An army was immediately 
raised, and ordered to march under the 
command of the Khgee-Woongyee, 
who was to be joined on his way down 
by Schagah-W oongyee, he having been 
recently appointed viceroy of Rangoon. 
The only fear and anxiety which the 
king and government then manifested 
or expressed, was lest the English at 
Prome should hear of their approach, 
and precipitately leaving the country, 
deprive the Burmese grandees of the 
pleasure of employing in their service, 
as slaves, a few of the white strangers. 
“ Send to me,” said one of the ladies 
of a woongyee (minister of state, ) “ four 
kalarpyoos (white strangers) to manage 
the affairs of my household, as I hear 
they are trustworthy.”—* And to me,” 
said a gay young sprig of the palace, 
six stout men to row my boat.” The 
army, in their gayest attire, danced and 
sung down the river; but few, if any, 
ever danced back again, and the Khgee 
Woongyee found other commissions to 
execute than those just given him. 

As soon as the first force was des 
patched, the government had leisure 
to look round, and inquire into the 
cause of Rangoon being taken, and the 
probable intentions of the arrival of 
those strangers. It was at once con- 
cluded that spies were in the country, 
who had communicated the state of 
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things, and invited the foreigners over : 
and who so likely to be spies as Rogers, 
Gauger, and Laird, who, under the 
garb of merchants, had plotted so much 
evil! They were all three accordingly 
arrested, and put in confinement. We 
now, more than ever, began to tremble 
for ourselves, and hourly to expect 
some dreadful scene. In examining 
the accounts of Mr. Gauger, it was 
found that Mr. Judson and Dr. Price 
had taken money of him; which cir- 
cumstance, to the uninfermed mind of 
a Burmese, was sufficient evidence that 
they also were spies, and in the employ 
of the English government, as they re- 
ceived their supplies from an English- 
man. The king had before been ad- 
vised to put the missionaries in con- 
finement; but his reply had been, 
“ They are true men; let them re- 
main.” He was now, however, in- 
formed of the above-mentioned circum- 
Stance, and in an angry tone issued an 
erder for the immediate arrest of Dr. 
Price and Mr. Judson. 

And now commenced a series of op- 
pressive acts, which we should before 
have thought human nature incapable 
of committing. 

On the 8th of June, a city writer, at 
the head of a dozen savages, with one 
whose marked face denoted him an ex- 
ecutioner, rushed into the house, and 
demanded Mr.Judson. “ You are called 
by the king,” said the writer, (a mode 
of expression when about to execute 
the king’s order,) and instantly the 
small cord was produced by the spot- 
ted face, who roughly seized Mr. Jud- 
son, threw him on the floor, and tied 
his hands behind him. The scene was 
now dreadful. The little children were 
screaming with fear—the Burmans in 
our employ running here and there, en- 
deavouring to escape the hands of those 
unfeeling wretches—and the Bengal 
servants mute with amazement and 
horror, at the situation in which they 
saw their master. I offered money to 
the executioner, and entreated him te 
untie Mr. Judson ; but in vain were 
my tears and entreaties: they led him 
away, I knew not whither: and I was 
left guarded by ten men, who had re- 
ceived strict orders to confine me close, 
and let no one go in or out. I retired 


[No. 3 


to my room, and attempted to pour out 
my soul to him who, for our sakes, wag’ 
bound and led away te execution ; and 
even in that dreadful moment I expe 
rienced a degree of consolation hardly 
to be expected. 

But this employment was of short 
duration. The magistrate of that part 
of Ava in which we lived was in the 
verandah, continually calling me to 
come out, and submit to his examina- 
tions. Supposing that all our letterg 
and writings would be examined, and 
feeling conscious of having noted down 
every occurrence since my arrival in 
Ava, 1 instantly destroyed every thing 
of the kind, having no time to make a 
selection, and then went out to receive 
the officer. This writer was ordered 
to write down my name, age, and 
country, with the names of my four 
little Burman girls, and those of the 
two Bengalee servants; and then pro- | 
nounced us all slaves of the king, agai 
ordered the guard to watch me closely,” 
and departed. It was now near even- 
ing: with what anxiety I waited théy 


return of our faithful Moung Ing, soa 


had followed Mr. Judson at a sho 


distance, to seé what became of him!™” 


I had then no doubt but I could pro- 
cure the release of Mr. Judson if he 
had not been executed, by getting a 
petition presented to the queen: but I 
was also a prisoner, and could not 
move out of the house. After dark, 


Moung Ing returned, with the intellie 
gence that he saw Mr. Judson cons 


ducted to the court-house, and thence 
to the death-prison, the gates of which 
were closed, and he saw no more, 
What a night was now before me! 
The uncertainty of Mr. Judson’s fate, 
my own unprotected situation, and the 
savage conduct of the ten Burmans, all 
conspired to make it the most dreadful 
night that I ever passed. I barred the 
coors, and retired with the four Bur- 
man children into the inner room. The 
guards were constantly ordering me to 
unbar the gates and come out, as they 
could not be assured of my safety if I 
remained within. They next threaten- 
ed to go in and inform the magistrate 
that I had secreted myself, and that 
they must not be blamed if I made my 
escape. Finding themselves unsucces® 
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ful in their demands, they took the two 
servants and made their feet fast in the 
stocks: as I apparently took no notice 
of this, they ordered the stocks to be 
raised, which makes the situation of 
the person confined extremely painful : 
this I could not bear to see, and pro- 
mised them all a present in the morn- 
ing, if they would release the servants. 
The next morning I sent Moung Ing 
with a piece of silver, in order to gain 
admission to the prison to ascertain 
the real situation of Mr. Judson. Dr. 
Price and the three Englishmen were 
all confined in the inner prison, each 
with three pair of iron feuters, and fas- 
tened to a long pole. 

My only concern was how to get to 
the governor of the city, who has the 
entire direction of prison affairs, in or- 
der to obtain at least a mitigation of 
the sufferings of the missionaries. I 
sent a request to the governor to allow 
me to visit him with a present. The 
next day I received an order, which 
was most readily obeyed, to visit him. 
My present gained me a favourable re- 
ception ; and, after listening attentively 
o my relation of the brutal manner of 
Mr. Judson’s arrest and his present 
dreadful situation, he manifested con- 
siderable feeling, severely reprimanded 
the writer who allowed such treatment, 
and then assured me that he would 
make the situation of the “ teachers” 
more comfortable. He told me, how- 
ever, that I must consult with his head 
writer respecting the means, and im- 
mediately called and introduced him 
tome. I shuddered to look at the man; 
for a more furbidding countenance was 
surely never before seen. I found, to 
my sorrow, that, under the governor, 
he had much to de with the prison, and 
had power to make us suffer much. 
He took me aside, and told me that if 
I wished to make the situation of the 
missionaries more tolerable, I must 
bring him two hundred tickals and two 
pieces of fine cloth, on the reception 
of which he would release Dr, Price 
and Mr. Judson from the hole, and. put 
them in another building, where I 
should be allowed to send them pillows 
and mats to sleep on and their daily 
food. At the same time I obtained an 
erder from the governor for an inter- 


view with Mr. Judson; and, for the 
first time in my life, looked into the 
interior of a Burman prison. The 
wretched and ghastly appearance of 
the missionaries produced feelings in- 
describable, and forbade a mement’s 
hesitation in producing the sum de- 
manded for their temporary relief. Mr. 
Judson was allowed to hobble to the 
door of the prison; and after five mi- 
nutes’ conversation, I was ordered to 
depart, by a voice and in a manner 
to which I had been unaccustomed, 
and which convinced me that those 
underlings felt that we were entirely 
in their power. Our house was two 
miles from the prison; and, knowing 
that nothing could be done without 
money, | had provided myself with a 
considerable sum in the morning, which 
enabled me to pay the two hundred 
tickals without delay; and, the same 
evening, had the consolation of hear- 
ing that Mr. Judson and Dr. Price 
were in a better prison. 

My next object was to get a petition 
presented to the queen, the brother of 
whom is by far the most powerful man 
in the empire. Our situation as prison- 
ers rendered a personal interview with 
the queen impossible. I was obliged, 
therefore, to address her through the 
medium of her brother’s wife, who is 
of low origin, and proud, haughty, and 
ambitious. I had visited her in better 
days, and received distinguished marks 
of her favour; but now the scene was 
changed—Mr. Judson was in irons and 
in distress, which were reasons suffi- 
cient for a frigid reception. I took with 
me a valuable present, consisting of a 
gold-wrought mantle and other little 
trappings. She was lolling in state, 
and hardly deigned to raise her eyes 
on my entrance into her splendid hall, 
I took my seat, not at a respectful dis- 
tance or at her bidding, but as near as 
I could well approach, that she might 
not lose a syllable of what I had to 
communicate. I waited not for the 
question usually asked, “ What do you 
want?” grief made me bold; and at 
once I began a relation of our wrongs. 
I stated to her that Dr. Price and Mr. 
Judson were Americans; that they were 
ministers of religion ; that they had no~ 
thing to do with war or politics; and 








that slie well knew that even their re- 
sidence in Ava was in consequence of 
the king’s command. [n vain I strove 
to work on her feelings, by requesting 
lrer to imagine herself in my situation 
—a stranger in a foreign land, and de- 
prived. of the protection of an only 
friend, who, without any alleged crime, 
was thrown into prison and fetters. 
She unfolded the present, and coolly 
said, “ Your case is not singular; the 
other white prisoners suffer equally 
with your husband. I will however 
present your petition to her majesty 
the queen. Come again to-morrow.” 
I went from her with a little hope; 
and, faint as it was, I endeavoured to 
communicate the same to Mr. Judson, 
but my admittance was strictly forbid- 
den by the writer to whom I had given 
the two hundred tickals. 

Tlie next morning-I saw three of 
the king’s officers pass; and was in- 
formed that they had gone to take pos- 
session of Mr. Giauger’s property, and 
that on the morrow our house would 
be searched. J spent the day, there- 
fore, in making preparations to receive 
them ; arranging and secreting as many 
articles as possible, knowing that we 
should be in a state of starvation, unless 
some of our property could be pre- 
served. I again endeavoured to gain 
admittance to Mr. Judson, but was re- 
fased. 

The three officers who had taken 
possession the day before of Mr. Gau- 
ger’s property, now came to take an 
account of ours. Among the three was 
one (Koung-tong-myoo-too, ) whoseem- 
ed to take an interest in my forlorn con- 
dition, and who prevented the others 
from taking many articles, which were 
afterward, during our long trial, of the 
greatest use. They first demanded my 
silver, gold, and jewels: I replied that 
gold I had none—jewels I had never 
worn sitice my residence in their coun- 
tty—but here was the key of a trunk 
which: contained the silver; open and 
look fer themselves. They seemed 
pleased with my offering them the key, 
requested I would open the trunk, and 
that only one person should be allowed 
to entet my inner room to take an ac- 
count of the property. And here jus- 


ti¢e obliges me to say, that the conduct’ 
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of these Burman officers in this tran 
action was more humane and civilized 
than any other which I witnessed ify 
Ava. The silver was weighed, and 
laid aside. “ Have you no more?™ 


said one of them. “ Search for yout 
selves,” J replied; “ the house is af 
your disposal.”—“ Have you not dé 
posited money and jewels in the hands 
of others ?”—“ I have no friends in 
this country: with whom should [ 
deposit treasure ?”—“ Where is yout 
watch?” I produced an old one of 
Mr. Judson’s, which had been out of 
use for a long time; but which answer 
ed their purpose just as well, and wag 
the means of preserving a good oné 
which I had then about me. “ Where 
are your goods, your pieces of muslin, 
handkerchiefs, &c.?”—* Mr. Judson 
is no merchant; he neither buys nor 
sells; but subsists on the free offering¢ 
of the disciples of Christ, whe collect 
the money which you have taken, # 
build a church for the preaching 
Gospel. Is it suitable to take the 
perty of a pong-yee (priest) ?”—“ 
is contrary to our wishes,” said Ko 
tong; “ but we act in obedience to 
king’s command.” Even our trun 
of wearing apparel they examined. 
begged that they would not take them, 
as they would be of no use to the king, 
but to us they were invaluable. They 
said that a list only should be tak 
and presented to his majesty; w 
if he gave no further order, they sh 
remain. They did the same with 
gard to the books, medicines, and 
of the furniture ; and on presenting t 
list to the king, he gave an order that 
these things should not be taken at pre’ 
sent. These gentlemen, however, took 
every thing new or curious, and what 
ever to them seemed valuable. Whien’ 
they had finished, I gave them tea; 
and begged the royal treasurer to if- 
tercede for the release.of Mr. Judson. — 
After their departure, I had an op- 
portunity of going again to the queen’s: 
sister-in-law; who informed me that 
she had presented my petition to the’ 
queen, and that her reply was, “ He is 
not to be execated: let him remaiti’ 
where he is!” I felt ready to sink’ 
down in despair, as there was then né- 
hope of Mr. Judson’s release from any 
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other quarter ; but a recollection of the 

in the parable, who, though he 
feared not God nor regarded man, was 
moved by the importunities of a widow, 
induced me to resolve to continue my 
visits until the objeet was obtained. 
But here also I was disappointed ; for, 
after entreating her many times to use 
her influence in obtaining the release 
of the missionaries, she became so ir- 
yitated at my perseverance that she re- 
fused to answer my questions, and told 
me, by her looks and motions, that it 
would be dangerous to make any fur- 
ther effort. 

I find, my dear Sir, in being thus par- 
ticular, that my letter will be stretched 
to an immoderate length; and must, 
therefore, be more general. 

For the next seven months, hardly 
a day passed in which I did not visit 
some one member of government, in 
order to interest their feelings on our 
behalf. The king’s mother, sister, and 


brother, each in turn, exerted their in- 


7 
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fluence in our favour; but, so great 
was their fear of the queen, that nei- 
ther of them ventured to make a direct 

plication to his majesty: and, al- 

ugh my various efforts were useless 
as to their grand object, yet the hopes 
which they excited kept our minds 
from sinking, and enabled us to en- 
dure our long imprisonment better than 
we otherwise could have done. 

The last person to whom I applied, 
‘was the celebrated Bundoolah, just 
previous to his departure for Rangoon. 

had gained some advantages over 
the native soldiers at Arracan, 200 of 
whom he had sent as prisoners to Ava: 
this, together with the circumstance of 
his having obtained two or three thou- 
sand English muskets, gained him a 
most favourable reception at court; 
and every honour in the power of the 
king to bestow, was heaped upon him. 
He had the entire management of af- 
fairs, and in fact was the real king of 
the country. With fear and trembling 
I presented to him a written petition 
for the liberation of Dr. Price and Mr. 
Jadson: he listened to the petition at- 
tentively, made some inquiries relative 
to our coming to Ava, and then said 
that he would reflect on the subject— 
* Come again to-morrow.” My hopes 
Vou. XI. 
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were now more sanguine than ever; 
but the morrow dashed them all, when 
the proud Bundoolah uttered, “ I shall 
soon return frem Rangoon, when I will 
release the teachers, with all the other 
prisoners.” 

The war was now prosecuted with 
all the energy of which the Burmans 
are capable. Their expectations of 
complete victory were high; for their 
general was invincible, and the glory 
of their king would accompany theit 
armies. ‘The government talked loudly 
of taking Bengal, when they had driven 
the presuntptuous creatures from their 
own territories; and of destroying from 
the earth every white-faced stranger. 
So great was their hatred to the very 
appearance of a foreigner, that I fre- 
quently trembled when walking the 
streets; and, that I might not imme- 
diately be recognized as a stranger, 
and sometimes gain admission to Mn 
Judson’s prison, I adopted the Burman 
dress altagether. 

Extortion and oppression had now 
become so familiar to us, that we daily 
expected their appearance in some new 
garb or other. Sometimes, for ten da 
together, I was not allowed to see Mr. 
Judson ; and even then, could gain ad- 
mittance only after dark, when I was 
obliged to return to our house, two 
miles, without an attendant. 

The means which we invented for 
communication were such as necessity 
alone could have suggested. At first, 
I wrote to him on a flat cake baked for 
the purpose, and buried it in a bowl of 
rice; and in return, he communicated 
his situation on a piece of tile,on which, 
when wet with water, the writing be- 
came invisible, but when dried, per- 
fectly legible. But, after some months? 
experience, we found that the most 
convenient as well as safest mode of 
writing, was to roll up a chit, and put 
it in. the long nose of a coffee-pot in 
which I sent his tea. These circum- 
stances may appear trivial, but they 
serve to show to what straits and shifts 
we were driven: it would have been a 
crime of the highest nature, to be found 
making communications to a prisoner, 
however nearly related. ' 

Bundoolah departed from Ava in all 
the pomp and splendour imaginable, 

it 
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commanding an army of between forty 
and fifty thousand men : he was to join 
the Prince Thar-yar-wa-dee, who had 
marched some months before, at the 
head of an equal number. The first 
two or three reports of the invincible 
general were of the most flattering na- 
ture, and were joyfully received by the 
firing of cannon. Now—Rangoon was 
surrounded. by the Burman troops ; 
then—the fort on the pagoda was 
taken, and guas and ammunition suffi- 
cient for the Burman army, should the 
war continue ever so long ; and next— 
his majesty might expect to hear, that 
not a white face remained in Rangoon! 
But no such report ever came—the 
cannons ceased to fire on the arrival 
of a boat—and soon it was whispered 
about that the Burmans were defeated, 
and thousands of them killed, among 
whom were many officers; and that 
Bundoolah and the few that remained 
had fled to Donaboo.. With what anxi- 
ety did we listen for the report, “ The 
English are advancing !” for in the ar- 
rival of foreign troops consisted our 
only hope of deliverance. 

‘The war now dragged on heavily on 
the part of the Burmans; and though 
the king and government continued to 
supply Bundoolah with what he re- 
quired, yet their confidence in him was 
shaken, and their hopes far from san- 
guine. 

The news at length came, that the 
English army were advancing, and that 
they were within 20 miles of Donaboo. 
The town was all confusion, and the 
queen began to send away to a more 
secure place her immense treasure. It 
was now the first of March, the com- 
mencement of the hot season, which, 
in Ava, is peculiarly severe, The 
white prisoners were all put inside of 
the common prison, in five pair of irons 
each ; and where they were so crowded 
with Burman thieves and robbers, that 
they had not sufficient room to lie down. 
There were at the time near a hundred 
prisoners, all in one room, without a 
window or hole for the admittance of 
air, and the door half closed. I again 
applied to the governor of the city to 
allow the missionaries to be removed 
to their former place, or at least to let 
them remain outside of the door during 
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the day. I offered him money, and 
promised to reward him handsomely 
when in my power; but all in vain 
The old man shed tears at my distress, 
but said that it was not in his power to 
comply with my request, for his orders 
were from a high quarter ; he had even 
been commanded to execute all the 
white prisoners in private, and to k 

them in close confinement was as litle 
as he could do. He ordered, however, 
that they should be allowed to go out- 
side of the door to eat their rice; and 
when inside, be placed as near the door 
as possible. I was afterward informed 
from good authority, that the queen’s 
brother, Mentho-gyee, had ordered she 
governor. to destroy the white prison- 
ers ; but that the governor, fearing they 
might be required by the king, dared 
not obey the command. 

The situation of the white prisoners 
was now wretched in the extreme, 
The heat during the day was dreadful; . 
indeed, the confined air deprived them 
of inelination for food, and their whole” 
appearance was more that of the dead 
than of the living. I daily visited the 
governor, and continued to entreat hin 
to pity the foreigners. Sometimes 
appeared to feel for us, and seem 
half inclined to listen to my request; 
but the fear of Mentho-gyee, doubtless, 
prevented. 

It was now reported that the foreign 
troops had reached Donaboo, and was 
whispered about that Bundoolah was 
dead. No one at first ventured to say ; 
this openly ; but the report was nol 
conveyed officially to his majesty, who 
was mute with disappointment, while 
the queen smote her breast and ex- 
claimed, “ Ama Ama!” What was to 
be done now? Where could another 
general be found, and from what quar- 
ter could troops be raised? The prince 
and woongyees at the Burmese camp 
had intimated the necessity of making 
peace; but this was too humiliating to 
be thought of for a moment. “ What!” 
said one of the woongyees at court, 
“ shall we allow it to be recorded ina 
future history of the country, that out 
glorious king made a peace with stran- 
gers, and gave them part of his terti- 
tory’ No, we will die first !” 

The pagan woongyee, who had been 
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in disgrace for some time, now thought 
ita good opportunity to retrieve his 
character and regain his influence. He 
petitioned his majesty to allow him to 
go at the head of a new army; and 
positively assured the king that he 
would conquer the English, and drive 
them from Burmah. He was immedi- 
ately raised to the ‘highest rank, and 
all power committed to him. His first 
object was to manifest his inveterate 
hatred to every foreigner; and those 
who had for eleven months escaped 
confinement, -now fell into his merci- 
less hands, and were thrown into pri- 
son. Among the number was Mr. Lo- 
noogo, a Spanish gentleman, who had 
for twenty years been high in the king’s 
favour, and had done all in his power 
to alleviate the sufferings of the foreign 
prisoners ; but he was now among them. 
Mr. Judson had now been in close 
confinement, and in five pair of fetters, 
| for a month; and, with anguish inde- 
’ scribable, I saw him sinking under the 
weight of his sufferings. He was taken 
with a high fever. My distress and 
treaties now prevailed with the go- 
Bernor of the city to give a written or- 
der to remove Mr. Judson from the 
common prison into a little bamboo 
room, six feet long and four wide. I 
also obtained an order to give him me- 
dicine, and visit him whenever I wish- 
ed. J had removed into the governor’s 
compound, and was living in a bamboo 
house, where the thermometer daily 
‘Fose to 106; but thought myself hap- 
pily situated to be near the prison, and 
allowed to visit Mr. Judson, who be- 
gan now to hope that he should reco- 
ver from the fever. as his situation was 
so much better than before. 
' But new and dreadful trials were yet 
before us. I had gone in one morning 
to give Mr. Judson his breakfast, and 
intended spending a few hours as usual, 
when the governor, in great haste, sent 
forme. I was agreeably disappointed, 
on appearing before him, to find that 
he had nothing in particular to com- 
municate, and that he was uncommonly 
kind and obliging. He had detained 
me a long time, when a servant came 
in hastily, and whispered that the fo- 
feign prisoners had all been taken out, 
abd he knew not where they were car- 


ried. Without speaking to the gover- 
nor, I ran downstairs into the street, 
hoping to catch a sight of them; but 
they were beyond the reach of my eye. 
I inquired of all whom I met, which 
way the white prisoners were gone; 
but no one knew. 1 returned again to 
the governor, who declared that he was 
perfectly ignorant of their fate, and that 
he did not know of their being taken 
out of prison till a few moments before. 
This was all false ; as he had evidently 
been detaining me, to avoid witnessing 
the scene that was to follow. He also 
said with a meaning countenance— 
* You can do no more for your hus- 
band; take care of yourself.” ‘This 
was a day never to be forgotten. I re- 
tired to my little bamboo house, and 
endeavoured to obtain comfort from 
the only true source ; but my mind was 
in such a distracted state, that I could 
not steadily reflect on any thing. This 
one thought occupied my mind, to the 
exclusion of every other—that I had 
seen Mr. Judson for the last time, and 
that he was now probably in a state of 
extreme agony. In the evening, I 
heard ‘that the prisoners were sent to 
Ummerapoorah ; but whet was to be 
their fate was not yet known. The 
next day I obtained a pass from go- 
vernment to follow Mr. Judson, with 
my little Maria, who was then only 
three months old; and, with one Ben- 
galee servant, set out on my journey. 
We reached the government-house at 
Ummerapoorah, and were informed 
that the prisoners had been sent off 
two hours before, to Oung-pen-lay (a 
place similar to Botany-Bay,) whither 
I immediately followed. I found Mr. 
Judson in a most wretched state. He 
had been dragged out of his little room 
the day before; his shoes, hat, and 
clothes, excepting his shirt and panta- 
loons, had been taken from him, and 
in his feeble state of health, and in the 
hottest part of the day, had been lite- 
rally driven ten miles with a rope tied 
round his waist. His feet were torn 
in such a manner that, for six weeks, 
he was-unable to stand. He was nearly 
exhausted with pain and fatigue, when 
a servant of Mr. Gauger’s, who had 
followed his master, tock. from his head 
his turban, gave part of it to Mr. Jud- 
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son, who hastily wrapped it about his 
feet, which enabled him to proceed 
without sinking, He and Dr. Price 
were now chained together, and, with 
the other prisoners, put inside of a 
small wood prison almost gone to de- 
cay. We afterward were informed that 
the pagan woongyee had sent the fo- 
reigners to this place, with a design to 
sacrifice them, in order to secure suc- 
cess in his contemplated expedition: 
but the king suspecting him of treason- 
able intentions, caused him to be exe- 
cuted before he had time to accomplish 
his designs. 

I here obtained a little room from 
one of the jailors, where I passed six 
months of constant and severe suffer- 
ing. Mr. Judson was much more com- 
fortably situated than when in the city 
prison, as he had only one pair of fet- 
ters; and when recovered from his fe- 
ver and wounds, was allowed to walk 
in the prison enclosure. But I was 
deprived of every single convenience ; 
and my health, which had enabled me 
to bear severe trials hitherto, now be- 
gan to fail. I was taken with one of 
the country disorders, and for two 
months was unable to go to Mr. Jud- 
son’s prison. Our little Maria, who 
had just recovered from the small-pox, 
was near starving to death, as I could 
neither obtain a nurse nor a drop of 
milk in the village. But our merciful 
Father preserved us all through these 
dreadful scenes; and at the expiration 
of six months, an order arrived for the 
release of Mr. Judson, and I was al- 
lowed to return to our house in town. 

The king was much in want of an 
interpreter, and from selfish motives 
had given orders for the release of Mr. 
Judson, who was immediately conduct- 
ed to the Burmese camp, then at Wia- 
lown, where he remained six weeks, 
translating for his majesty. He was 
then sent back to Ava, and as a reward 
for his services, ordered back to the 
Oung-pen, to prison; but before the 
order could be executed, [ sent* Moung 
Ing to Koung-tong, who was now high 
in office, and had for a long time ma- 


— 





* I was then unable to move, having been 
ill with a fever in Mr. Judson’s absence, 
in which I lost my reason, and was senseless 
several days. 


nifested a disposition to help us; and 
begged that he would intercede for Mr, 
Judson, and prevent his being sent 
again to prison. Koung-tong complied 
with my request, offered to become se 
curity for Mr. Judson, and took bim to 
his house, where he was kept a prisoneg 
at large nearly two months longer. 

The British troops were now so re 
pidly advancing, that the king and go 
vernment felt the necessity of — 
some measures to prevent their arri 
at the capital. They had several times 
refused to listen to the terms which Sig 
Archibald Campbell had offered; but 
they now saw that there was no other 
hope for the preservation of the “ golden 
city.” Mr. Judson was daily called to 
the palace, and his opinion requested 
in all their proceedings; and the go+ 
vernment finally entreated him to go 
as their ambassador to the English 
camp. This he entirely declined; but 
advised their sending Dr. Price, who 
had no objection to going. Dr. Price 
being unsuccessful in his mission, on 
his return, Mr. Judson was taken 
force and sent with him again. 
Archibald had before this dema' 
us, together with the other foreign prix 
soners; but the king had refused, says 
ing, “ They are my people; let them 
remain.” We then did not venture te 
express a wish to leave the country, 
fearing that we should be immediately 
sent to prison. Mr. Judson communi 
cated our real situation to the general, 
who, with all the feelings of a British” 
officer, now demanded us in a way that 
his majesty dared not refuse; and on 
the 21st of February, after an impr 
sonment of nearly two years, we took 
our leave of the “ golden city” and all 
its magnificence, and turned our faces 
toward the British camp, then within 
40 miles of Ava. 

No one can conceive our joy when 
we had safely passed the Burman camp, 
for then we felt indeed that we were 
once more free, and eut of the power 
of those whose tender mercies are cruel, 
The British general received us with 
all that kindness and hospitality for 
which your countrymen are so 
famed, provided us with every com 
fort during a fortnight’s residence at 
the camp, and kindly sent us on to 
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Rangoon in this gun-boat. We dee 
feel the inden of Sir Aechinea 
Campbell, for, under the directions of 
Providence, he has been the means of 
delivering us from the iron grasp of the 
Burmans. May God reward him a 
hundred fold, and prepare him for the 
future enjoyment of heaven ! 


Rangoon, March 22, 1826. 
We have, my dear Mr. Butterworth, 
safely arrived in Rangoon, and once 
more find ourselves in the old mission- 
house! What shall we render to the 
Lord for.all his mercies ! 
You will see from the public prints 
the treaty of peace. We intend going 
to one of the places retained by the 
English government, and endeavour 
once more to collect a little church 
around us. Mah Men-lay and her sis- 
ter we found at Prome: they are as 
pious as ever, and will follow wherever 
we go. 
urmah will yet be given to Jesus 
for his inheritance! We are not dis- 
couraged, but think our prospects 
brighter than ever. We shall have as 
y schools as we can support at 
Herat or Tavoy, to which places the 
population are flocking in 

crowds. 

—_aaEe 


For the Christign Journal. 


General Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. 

Some notice of the proceedings of 
the late General Convention of the 
Church was taken in our vol. x. p. 384. 
The printed journal has since appeared, 
and we gather from it the following ad- 
ditional particulars :— 

The convention was opened on the 
Tth of November, and continued until 
the 15th inclusive. Besides the nine 
bishops (being all except bishop Moore, 
who was detained by indisposition, ) 
there were present 44 clerical deputies, 
viz. from Rhode-Island, Georgia, and 
Mississippi, one each; from Vermont 
and Ohio, two each; from Massachu- 
setts, Delaware, and South-Carolina, 
three each; from Connecticut, New- 
York, New-Jersey,Pennsylvania,Mary- 
land, Virginia, and North-Carolina, four 
each. And there were also present 31 
lay delegates, viz. fromDelaware,South- 


Carolina, and Georgia, one each ; from 
Massachusetts, Rhode-Island, & North- 
Carolina, two each; from New-York 
and Maryland, three each; and from 
Connecticut, New-Jersey, Pennsylva- 
nia, and Virginia, four each. There 
were likewise between 70 and 80 cler- 
gymen from various quarters, students 
of the General Theological Seminary, 
and candidates for orders, admitted to 
the sittings of the convention. “The 
sermon at the opening was delivered 
by the Right Rev. Bishop Bowen, and 
was published before the rising of the 
convention; and morning service was 
performed every day during the ses- 
sion. On the second day, the presi- 
dent of the house of clerical and lay 
delegates, the Rev. Dr. Wilmer, deli- 
vered the following address :— 

“In commencing the business of the 
convention, I beg ieave to offer to you, 
my respected brethren, a few observations. 
1 deem it proper, in the first place, to ten- 
der to my acknowledgments for the 
renewed evidence of your good-will af- 
forded by my re-election as president of 
this henoutabte body. Permit me also to 
congratulate you on the favourable cir- 
cumstances under which we are now as- 
sembled. The present number of our 
body, exceeding, perhaps, that of any pre- 
ceding convention, affords pleasing proof 
of the extending limits of our Zion, and 
of the increasing interest taken by her 
members in her concerns. The young 
scion, which was transplanted from the 
parent stem into this western wilderness, 
has taken deep root; it is extending: its 
branches over the land, and beginning to 
spread its leaves for the healing of the 
nations. Our ecclesiastical system, in the 
test which it has given by experiment, 
has more than realized the expectation of 
its friends. By its nice adjustment of the 
balance of liberty and power, and the wise 
distribution of both among the respective 
orders, it has accommodated itself, with 
happy effect, to the genius of our civil 
institutions, and the habits of a free peo- 
ple; at the same time that it has pre- 
served in their unbroken integrity, those 
pat principles which are unchangeable, 

cause of divine origin; and, in all re- 
spects, has proved its igh adaptation to 
the purposes of unity and peace, and to 
all the great ends of its institution. 

“ Among the many causes of congratu- 
lation which present themselves, we may 
reckon not as the least, the harmony 
which has hitherto attended the delibera- 
tions of our general councils. Amidst 

t diversity of sentiment on important * 
and delicate topics, the unity of the church 
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has still been preserved in the bond of have been made upon the progress of the 


peace. Whilst we felicitate ourselves on 
this retrospect, as the pledge and earnest 
of the future, let us offer our prayers and 
efforts, that peace may still dwell within 
our walls. Difference of opinion, unavoid- 
ably incident to human nature, arising 
from education, association, prejudice, 
and various uncontrolable circumstances, 
must be expected to keep pace with the 
increase of our numbers, and to bring, in- 
co ted with them, elements fraught 
wi nger to the ‘best interests of the 
church. it is the prerogative of Christian 
charity, guided by the wisdom that is 
pure, and peaceable, and easily entreated, 
to leaven this lump, and to transmute 
these elements, which, otherwise, by com- 
‘ing in contact with their kindred affinities, 
would put on the forms of combustion, in- 
to sound and wholesome agencies for the 
ral good. Upon us, the members of 
this General Convention, standing upon a 
high eminence before the church, and be- 
fore the world, does it especially devolve, 
to set an example of Christian politeness 
and charity, bearing in mind the senti- 
ment of one of our most illustrious of hu- 
man oracles, that ‘the time will come, 
when three words spoken with meekness 
of spirit, will meet with a far more bless- 
ed reward than three thousand volumes 
written with disdainful sharpness of wit.’ 
In endeavouring to fulfil the part assigned 
me in the duties before us, { shall rely up- 
on your aid and advice in all matters of 
difficulty that may arise, appealing to you 
also with confidence for your co-operation 
in maintaining the rules of order and de- 
corum, as necessary to the despatch of 
business, to the dignity of our body, and 
the honour of religion. And may he, from 
whom all good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed, direct and prosper all our con- 
sultations to the advancement ef his glory, 
the good of his church, and the salvation 
of those for whom we are put in trust !” 


An interesting report on the state of 
the church, drawn up in compliance 
with the 45th canon of 1808, was 
adopted, and is ‘incorporated in the 
journal, From this report we may 
hereafter make some extracts. 

A report was received from the trus- 
tees of the General Theological Semi- 
nary, and committed to a joint com- 
mittee of the house of bishops and 
of the house of clerical and lay depu- 
ties, who thereupon made the follow- 
ing report, which was accepted, and 
the resolution therein contained adopt- 
ed:— 

“* That from an examination of the va- 
rious reports which, from time to time, 


Theological Seminary, they have derive@! 
the high satisfaction of perceiving that) 
the institution has justified the expectas 
tion of its most sanguine friends, and pro. 
mises to return, in usefulness to the chu: 

atl, and more than all, that its mostili 
patrons have contributed to it. 

“Tt never was a questign among reflecty 
ing men, whether it concerned the inte 
rests of the church to possess a body of 
clergymen, thoroughly educated in all 
that regards their sacred calling, and 
trained by academical instruction to those 
methods of investigating and explaini 
the sacreti Scriptures, by which her doc. 
trines and her admirable liturgy have been 
as firmly established in the judgment of 
the acute and inquiring scholar, as 
have been in the affections and faith 
her hamblest member. The utility of 
such a body at all times, and its indig 
pensable necessity, in times of learned 
impiety and scepticism, has always been 
self-evident. It is the glory of the Church 
of England, that among her prelates and 
ministers have long been counted, and are 
now to be found, the greatest names ia 
every branch of learning, by which the 
sacred volume can be explained, illus 
trated, or defended; and it has been by 
their intimate acquaintance with the lan 

, antiquities, history, connexion, and 
exposition, of the Old and New Tes 
and with the faith and practice of the 
mitive church, and also by their constant 
preparation for defence, that whenever the 
enemies of Christianity or the church have 
invaded either, they have been defeated 
and put to open shame. 

‘It was a debt of the Protestant Epis 
copal Church in the United States, to 
these fathers of her liturgy, and defenders 
of the Christian faith, to endeavour to 
raise up worthy successors and assistants 
to them in this western world; and by the 
blessing of God upon the efforts hereto 
fore made in this behalf, it is now, as the 
committee humbly hope, no longer doubt- 
ful, that the Theological Seminary will 
educate for the work of the ministry, & 
succession of persons to all future bp | 
who shall be accomplished expositors 
defenders of the sacred canon, champions 
of the church, and at the same time 
ble, pious, and faithful followers and ser 
vants of its divine Master and Head. It 
is with feelings both of gratitude and joy, 
that the committee are able to state, 
of about 440, the supposed number of the 
clergymen of this church,within the 
of the United States, one-seventh part, 62 
in number, have been students of the Ge- 
neral Theological Seminary, who have been 
admitted to holy orders; and that there 
are now in a course of instruction 30 more, 
at whose admission to orders, this convet- 
tion will have the delightful recollection, 
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jand will deem it a cause of fresh grati- 
tude to God, that it has aulinanel a8 
assisted the academical education of one- 
fifth of her ministers, within the space of 
about nine years. An institution thus in- 
timately united with the church, enjoying, 
it is humbly hoped, the smiles of its di- 
vine Protector, and promising to more 
than repay the donations of ite friends, 
will, it is expected, grow daily in favour 
with churchmen ; and will receive, with- 
out hesitation, what it will be the duty of 
the committee to recommend, a further 
aid to place her capital above the reach 
‘of invasion, and to enable her trustees to 
proceed confidently in a scheme which 
will give lustre to our country, and secu- 
rity to our church. 

“ The course of education in the semi- 
nary having continued to be substantially 
the same which was reported to the last 
General Convention, and the fidelity of 
the professors, and the proficiency of the 
students, having been in all respects what 
was then anticipated—the duty of the 
committee is limited to such a statement 
of its revenues and expenses as will show 
the present condition of the finances. 

“ The present number of students in the 
seminary is 30. 

“ The annual income of the entire pro- 
perty of the corporation, exclusive of such 
parts as are appropriated to particular 
scholarships, and of a sum advanced to 
ithe building fund, and hereafter to be ad- 
verted to, is estimated at $4233 33. The 
ordinary expenditures of the seminary, 
after the new buildings shall be com- 
pleted, will, it is supposed, amount to 
$5100; leaving an annual deficit of 

866 67 


** This deficiency, greatly to be lament- 
ed, and the consequences of which, your 
committee hope they will not be thought 
to speak too strongly when they say, must 
be averted, arises trom the application of 
a larger sum than was expected, to the 
erection of the new building. 

’ “The sum originally intended to be 
taken, and which was taken, from the 
funds of the institution for the building 
fund, was $10,000, the residue of what 
was then thought necessary for that ob- 
ject, having been derived from private 
contributions in New-York. But circum- 
stances have called for an additional ex- 
a of $10,000; and the trustees 
ave been compelled to agree to an ad- 
vance of $5000, part of that sum, and to 
be responsible for the interest on a loan 
of like amount. The deficiency of income 
is to be traced to these circumstances ; 
for the estimate of the trustees, with 
at propriety, deduots the advance of 

5000 from the productive capital, and 
charges upon the income the interest of 
the other $ 5000 to be raised on loan. 

“If the § 10,000 originally taken from 


the capital be replaced, and if the conte 
ration be relieved from the contemplated. 
advance of $5000, and from the responsi- 
bility for $5000 more, the effect must 
necessarily be an enlargement of the in- 
come, to the extent of the interest on 
$20,000; and consequently, at six per 
cent. interest, the revenue will exceed the 
expenditure to the extent of the differ- 
ence between $866 67 and $1200, or 
$333 353. 

“Upon a view of the whole case, the 
committee are of opinion that thebuild- 
ing ought to be considered as debtor to 
the funds of the institution for the sum 
of $ 20,000; half of that amount being 
an advance of capital and credit by the 
corporation, under the expectation of a 
return; and the whole, for the sake of 
the finances, requiring to be placed upon 
that footing. To rescue the institution 
from embarrassment, and to raise her 
above solicitude for necessary revenue, 
the committee are of opinion that this 
convention should recommend to, the 
friends of the church throughout the 
United States, to contribute to raise a 
fund of $ 20,000 for the building of the 
General Theological Seminary; and to 
enable the building fund to relieve the 
productive funds of the institution, by 
replacing one-half of that amount, and by 
discharging the advance and responsibility 
for the other half. 

“This appeal to the friends of the church 
can be made upon that basis only, on which 
all similar recommendations of this body 
must stand. ‘They cannot demand any 
part of it. They have no authority to as- 
sess or apportion it among or upon the 
different dioceses in the Union, according 
to any ratio, either of extent, numbers, or 
affluence. They are perhaps fortunately 
destitute of all power in this regard, ex- 
cept the moral power which must attend 
every recommendatiog of such a scheme 
of charity, by such a body as the legisla- 
ture of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
And who can resist this? Most charities 
are consumed in the use. They are like 
the annual flowers of the field—there re- 
Mains little after them, but the recollec- 
tion of their beauty and grateful fragrance. 
But the endowment of a seat of learning, 
and above all, of Christian learning, is the 
planting of a tree whose fruits are peren- 
nial, whose roots strike deeply into the 
soil, and whose branches, spreading over 
the earth, and shooting up into the skies, 
continue from year to year, and from age 
to age, to reproduce and to commemorate 
the gift. Your committee cannot believe 
that such a recommendation of such a 
charity will go without its effect; and 
although no apportionment of the neces- 
sary sum is entitled to be regarded as any 
thing more than a speculative statement, 
they cannot refrain from saying, that if 
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the different dioceses shall contribute to 
the building fund, in the ratio of about 
$ 50 for each cle of the church 
within their limits, the sum of $ 20,000 
will probably be raised, in addition to the 
expenses of agency and collection; and it 
is some encoura nt to learn, that be- 
sides the sums which have been contri- 
buted to the building by persons within 
the diocese of New-York, ($10,000 oe A 
been already paid for that purpose, in ad- 
dition to the contributions to the general 
fund, )the members of the church within 
the same diocese, have a to raise 
¥ 5000 of the $ 20,000 now deficient. 

“ The committee, therefore, taking into 
consideration the necessities of the semi- 
nary, the resolution of the board of trus- 
tees requesting this convention to desig- 
nate the amount to be raised in each dio- 
cese, and their appointment of two of the 
alumni of the seminary to procure addi- 
tional subscriptions donations, do sub- 
mit the following resolution :— 

“ Resolved, by the house of clerical and 
lay deputies, the house of bishops con- 
curring, that it be recom to the 
friends of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States, to assist in raisin 
the sum of $ 20,000 for the building ft 
of the General Theological Seminary, in 
the proportion, as near as convenient, 
$50 for each clergyman of the church ; 
and that the efforts of the churches in the 
different dioceses should continue to be 
made, for the enlargement of the general 
funds of the seminary, and for the esta- 
blishment of scholarships. 

“Signed by order and in behalf of the 
joint committee, 

“ Horace Bixee, 
“Secretary to the Committee.” 


A committee was a by the 
house of clerical and lay deputies, on 
the Theological Seminary, who report- 
ed as follows :— 


*‘ That it appears the dioceses of Maine, 
New-Hampshire, Vermont, Ohio, and 
Minsissippl, have not nominated any trus- 
tees; that the diocese of Connecticut is 
entitled to seven trustees, New-York to 
thirty-one, New-Jersey to three, Pennsyl- 
vania to nine, Delaware to one, Maryland 
to nine, North-Carolina to four, Georgia 
ee sea oy ae ag 

at Virginia, ing forty c is 
entitled ‘to six, an hes ceminated only 
five trustees ; that Massachusetts, Rhode- 
Island, and South-Carolina, nominated to 
the last General Convention the trustees 
to which they were then entitled; and 
that the said dioceses are still entitled to 
the same number; and that, according to 
the constitution, the same trustees conti- 
nue in office until their successors 
appointed.” . 


The same committee also 
the names of the trustees of the 
ral Theological Seminary from the dit 
ferent dioceses, and recommended the 
passing of the following resolutiog, 
which was adopted :-— 


“ Resolved, that it is the opinion of the 
Generai Convention, that no diocese ig 
entitled to nominate trustees of the Ge 
neral Theological Seminary, on account 
of monies subscribed but not paid.” 


The directors of the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society made a t 
port to the convention, which was sub. 
mitted to the standing committee on 
that institution, who thereupon made 
the following report, which was ab 
cepted, and the resolutions offered 
therein passed :— 


“The standing committee on the De 
mestic and Foreign Missionary i 
beg leave to report, that having exami 
the report of the board of directors, and 
also the records of the proceedings of the 
executive committee for the three 
last past, they find that something has 
been done towards the accomplishment 
of the objects of the society, by the est» 
blishment of domestic missions withia 
the territories of the United States, and 
the forming of auxiliary societies in se 
veral different dioceses ; but they regret 
to find that no missionary has yet been 
sent from this institution to any foreign 
jand. The committee are persuaded that 
this has not arisen from an unwillingness 
to encourage foreign missions on the part 
of the —— Soe ceeds ae ~ 
appears that a proportion o 
fonds which have come into the treasury 
was contributed for this particular ob- 
ject; nearly $2000 having been sul» 
scribed for a mission to the western coast 
of Africa, and othet considerable sums 
for establishing missions in other parts 
of the world. Nor are the committee will 
ing to believe that the failure to establish 
a foreign mission or missions has arises 
from any indifference to that important 
ebject, or unwilli to into ef 
fect the designs of the General Conven 
tion, on the part of the board of directors, 
er of the executive committee; but 
are disposed to attribute it to 
tious circumstances, which neither of 
those bodies could control. , 

“The committee, however, are unani 
mously of epinion, that regard to the se 

tion interests of the Protestant 
iscopal Church in the United States, 
as well as justice to the benevolent inten- 
tions of the General Convention which 
formed the society, and to the many friends 
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‘Who have contributed to its support, de- 


tnand that missionaries should, without 
delay, be sent from this church to foreign 
lands, to be her agents in promoting the 
Redeemer’s glory, and fulfilling that so- 
lemn command which is no less obliga- 
tory on us than it was on those to whom 
it was originally addressed, ‘Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature.’ 

“In concluding this report, the com- 
mittee recommend the Domestic and Fo- 
reign Missionary Society to the prayers 
of the friends of religion, and offer the 
following resolutions to be adopted by 
this house :-— 

Resolved, that the board of directors 
of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society be requested to establish, and as 
soon as possible occupy, a missionary sta- 
tion at Liberia, the American colony on 
the western coust of Africa, and also at 
Buenos Ayres, or its vicinity, in South- 
America. 

Resolved further, that the several bi- 
shops of this church be respectfully re- 
_ to recommend, in their respective 

ioceses, such measures as they may deem 
proper, for collecting funds for this so- 
oety, and rendegg its operations effec- 


The list of the clergy appended to 
this journal makes their number amount 
to 452; of whom ten are in the epis- 
eopal office. 


CANON PASSED AT THIS CONVENTION, 


* Canon passed in General Convention, 1826 
—regulating the Admission of Persons us 
Candidates for Holy Orders, and the Time 
in which they are to continue Candidates 
before their Ordination. 


“ Every person who desires to become 
a candidate for orders in this church shall, 
in the first instance, give notice of his in- 
tention to the bishop, or, if there be no 
bishop, to such body as the church in the 
diocese or state in which he intends to 
apply may appoint; and if, after obtain- 
ing the canonical testimonials from the 
standing committee, he be admitted as a 
candidate by the bishop, or if there be no 
bishop, by such body as the church in the 
diocese or state in which he intends to 
apply may appoint, he shall remain a can- 
didate for m + zoned of three years before 
his ordination, unless the bishop, with the 
advice and consent of the clerical mem- 
bers of the standing committee, shall deem 
it expedient to ordain the candidate, after 
the expiration of a shorter period, not less 
than one year. 
“The frst paragraph of the 7th canon 
of 1808, and the first canon of 1823, are 
hereby repealed.” 

ou, XI. 


For the Christian Journal. 


General Protestant Episcopal Sunday 
School Union. 


In our last volume, page 396, we pre- 
sented our readers with an account of the 
proceedings at Philadelphia during the 
session of the General Convention, which 
resulted in the formation of this society, 
and with an abstract of its constitution 
and a list of the board of managers. We 
now have to congratulate them on the in- 
creasing patronage of the society, and on 
the prospect that it will, at no very dis- 
tant period, become one of the most im- 
portant institutions of our church, 

At an early period in December, 1826, 
the cofmittee appointed at the meeting 
on the 14th of November, in Philadelphia, 
to effect the complete organization of the 
society, published a circular, stating the 
objects of the society, its designs, and 
the reasons which should procure it the 
warm support of Episcopalians. Copies 
of this circular were forwarded to all the 
clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, to the mem- 
bers of the several standing committees, 
to many of the active and influential lay- 
men in different states, and to such su- 
perintendents and directors of Protestant 
Episcopal Sunday schools as were within 
the knowledge of the committee. 

At the same time the committee issued 
to the several managers of the society a 
notice, calling a meeting of the board on 
the 20th of December. Accordingly on 
that day the board met, and, to allow time 
for the preparation of business, adjourned 
to the 22d of the same month. 

At that meeting, various letters were 
read; among others, one from Mr. Tho- 
mas N. Stanford, secretary of the New- 
York Protestant Episcopal Sunday School 
Union Society, stating that that society 
had united itself with the General Pro- 
testant Episcopal Union, agreeably to the 
terms of the constitution of the latter. 

‘The following schools were admitted 
into union :—Christ church, New-Bruns- 
wick; Christ churcb, Boston; Trinity and 
Grace churches, St. Paul’s chapel, St. 
John’s chapel, St. Mark’s church, Zion 
church, Christ church, All Saints’ church, 
St. Mary’s church, and St. Ann’s church, 
New-York; and St.Ann’s Paes e ny om 

The Rev. William Berrian, the Rev. Tho- 
mas Breintnall, the Rev. William A. Clark, 
the Rev.William Creighton, the Rev. Tho- 
mas Lyell, D. D., the Rev. B. T. Onder- 
donk, D. D., the Rev. J. F. Schrader, and 
the Rev. J. M. Wainwright, D. D., became 
members of the board, according to ar- 
ticle 4th of the constitution of the society. 

Dr. John Smyth Rogers was clected 
treasurer of the society. 

The following committees were ap- 
pointed :— 
12 
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The Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, chair- 
man of the board, the secretary, the trea- 
surer, the Rev. B. T. Onderdonk, ¥). D., 
and Mr. Floyd Smith, a committee to con- 
sider the expediency of measures for rais- 
ing funds to provide books, tracts, &c. for 
the use of Protestant Episcopal Sunday 
schools, and if deemed expedient, to re- 
port such measures: and also to take into 
consideration the establishment of a ge- 
neral depository, and. such branch depo- 
sitories as may be necessary. 

The chairman, the secretary, the trea- 
surer, the Rev. J.F. Schrader, and Mr. T. 
N. Stanford, a committee to prepare and 
report by-laws. 

The chairman, the secretary, the trea- 
surer, the Rev. W. Creighton, the Kev. 
Harry Croswell, the Rev. W. H. De Lan- 
cey, and Messrs. J. W. Ingraham, J. W. 
Mitchell, and G. C. Morgan, a committee 
to digest and report a system of Sunday 
school instruction to be recommended to 
Protestant Episcopal Sunday schools. 

The first of the above committees was 
also ordered to consider the expediency 
of establishing auxiliary societies, and if 
deemed expedient, to draft a form of a 
constitution to be recommended for such 

urpose; and to prepare a circular in re- 

ation thereto. 

The following gentlemen were elected 
by ballot, to constitute, in addition to the 
bishops, the executive committee :—The 
Rev. Dr. Onderdonk, the Rev. Dr. Wain- 
wright, the Rev. Mr. Creighton, the Rev. 
Dr. Lyell, Dr. J. Smyth Rogers, Mr. Floyd 
Smith, and Mr. W. R. Whittingham. 

The special committees were ordered 
to report to the executive committee on 
the third Tuesday ‘in January, and the 
executive committee was vested with full 
powers to act in all matters within the 
control of the board of managers, until 
the next meeting of the board. 

The board adjourned until the Thursday 
following the fourth Fuesday in June,1827. 
POF aay — met on the 

of January, the day appointed by the 
board of managers. Atter the venline of 
various letters, the committee on funds, 
&c. made a detailed report, which was 
accepted, and the following resolutions 
adopted on its recommendation. 

“* 1. Resolved, that the several parish 
ministers of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this city, and the members of 
the board of managers of this society, re- 
sident in this city, and not members of 
this committee, be requested to unite with 
this committee in a meeting to be held at 
Christ church, on Tuesday, February 6th, 
at seven o’clock P. M., for the purpose of 
considering, and carrying into effect, the 
best means of raising funds in this city, 
‘to enable this society to publish proper 
books, tracts, &c. to be used in Protest- 
ant Episcopal Sunday schools. 
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“2. Resolved, that the superintendents 
of the several Sunday schools in this city, 
in union with this society, be also request. 
ed to attend the same meeting. 

3, Resolved, that the boards of direc. 
tors of thy same schools respectively be 
requested to send delegates to the same 
meeting; and that the several clergy be 
also requested to invite to the said meet. 
ing such other lay members of their con. 
gregations as they may think proper. 

4. Resolved, that a committee of agen. 
cies for the diocese of New-York be ap. 
pointed, whose duty it shall be, acting, in 
all cases, with the advice and approbation 
of the bishop, to divide the diocese into 
proper districts, and appoint an agent in 
each, for the purpose of forming therein 
an auxiliary society, or auxiliary societies; 
or otherwise procuring contributions to 
the funds of this institution. 

“5. Resolved, that the managers of this 
society in the other dioceses, be requested 
to become agents for the society in their 
dioceses respectively; and with the co 
operation of such others as they may as- 
sociate with them, to form auxiliary so 
cieties, or otherwise to procure contribu. 
tions to the funds of this institution ; act- 
ing, in all cases, withgshe advice and ap- 
probation of their respective diocesans. 

“6. Resolved, that the right reverend the 
bishops be respectfully requested to fr 
vour the managers and agents in theif se 
veral dioceses with their counsel and co 
operation in adopting and prosecuting 
such measures as may most effectually 
advance the interests of this institution, 
and of the schools connected with it. 

* And whereas, by what must have been 
an accidental oversight, there are no ma 
nagers of this society in the dioceses of 
Maine and New-Hampshire, therefore, 

7. Resolved, that the Rev. Petrus §. 
Ten Broeck, of Portland, in Maine, and the 
Rev. Charles Burroughs, of Portsmouth, in 
New-Hampshire, be requested to act 
agents in their respective dioceses, in the 
same manner, and for the same purpose, 
as is set forth in the fifth resolution ; and 
that the same request, with regard to their 
respective states and territories, be made 
of the Rev. George T. Chapman, D. D., of 
Lexington, Kentucky ; the Rev. James F. 
Hull, of New. Orleans, Fouisiana; the Rev. 
Spencer Wall, of Florence, Alabama; the 
Rev. Richard F. Cadle, of Detroit, Michi- 
gan; the Rev. Thomas Horrell, of Jack- 
son, Cape-Girardeau county, Missouri; 
and the Rev. James Otey, of Franklin, 
Tennessee. 

* 8 Resolved, that a committee be ap- 
pointed to make the communications, and 
conduct the correspondence, arising out 
of the above resolutions ; and to adopt all 
other necessary measures for carrying 
said resolutions into effect; and that ail 
the expenses of postage, &c. incurred wm 
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der the operation of these resolutions, be 
defrayed by the treasurer, out of the funds 
of this society. 

“9, Resolved, that the several measures 
contemplated in the foregoing resolutions 
be carried into effect with as much expe- 
dition as is practicable.” 

The Rev. B. T. Onderdonk, D. D., Dr. 
J, 8. Rogers, and Mr. W. R. Whittingham, 
were sppointed a committee to carry the 
4th and 8th of the above resolutions into 
effect. 

The folowing circular was also adopt- 
ed, at the recommendation of the commit- 
tee on funds, &c. 


« Circular to the Members of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church in the United States. 

* The executive committee of the General 
Protestant Episcopal Sanday School Union, 
acting by appointment, and in behalf, of the 
board of managers, beg leave respectfully and 
urgent!y to solicit for that institution, the co- 
operaticn of their fellow-members of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church. hat church is dis- 
tinguished from the various religious commu- 
nions with which it is surrounded, by provisions 
pespecting the Christian ministyy, and Chris- 
tian worship, which admit of no compromise 
with other views on the same subjects. hese 
provisions stand, not in ideas of meve expedi- 
ency, but in a deliberate and serious convie- 
tion that they are intimately connected with 
that system of religion which is built on the 
foundation of the »postles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner-stone. 
Conscientiously believing, therefore, that, as a 
whole, the system of religion which we cm- 
brace, presents the truth as it is in Jesus, in 
greater purity and integrity than any other 
with which we are acquainted, we sre aware 
of Leing actuated by no sectarian or uncharit- 
alle feeling, but by those motives to which the 
love of Christ constivams, when we ask our bre- 
thren to co-operate with us in measures tend- 
ing to the sdvancement of our church, and thus 
of the genuine principles of the Gospel which 
are embodicd in her standards and institutions. 
kt is but adverting to «familiar trath, when we 
say that the most eflicient engine for promoting 
any cause, is the enlisting in its bebalf of the 
minds of the rising generation. This cugine, in 
the present day, is put into the most active, 
extensive, and efficient operation. We respect 
the motives of all who do this with a sincere 
mgard to the interests of religion and virtue. 
And we are conscious ourselves of no other mo- 
tives than those which deserve respect aud con- 
fidence for their purity and disinteresteduess, 
when we would urge all who hold, in common 
with us, the primitive and evangelicsl prin- 
ciples of the Protestant Episcopal Church, to 
concentrate their energies and operations in 
the sacred cause of that church. ‘Fhas, we 
believe, the interests of the preciqus Gospel of 
Christ will be mogt-effectually advanced in its 
purest aud most ine form. 

“The particular sphere of operation in the 
great duty of alvancing those intercsis, .in 
which we would now enlist our fellow-mem- 
bers of the church, .is that committed to the 
General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School 

pion; am association organized, during the 

a Of the late General Convention, by bi- 


shops, clergymen, and laymen, ‘from all parts 
of our chureh. 

“ This institution will not, in the least, inter- 
fere with diocesan, parochial, or other local 
establishments of the same nature; Sut will in- 
erease their efficiency, and give them new fa- 
cilities in the prosecution of their interesting 
and important objects. Ht-is designed to eon- 
centrate information, whence may be drawn 
useful views of the best mode of conducting 
Sunday schools. ‘hese, wheh presented, will, 
of course, be only in the form of reeommen- 
dation. The management of the several schools, 
in detail, will still be left, where only it ought 
to be, with the pastors of the parishes to which 
those schools belong, end those who are asso- 
ciated with them as directors or teachers. 
‘Through the medium of this society, too, our 
church will bestew, »s such, her united ener- 
gies in accomplishing the vast moral and spiri- 
tual effects which cannot but grow out of this 
species of instruction; and there will be given, 
from time to time, reports, comprising facts on 
this subjeet from all parts of the church, which 
eannot but greatly tend to our mutual encou- 
ragement, and our common suecess. But the 
grest object, and the main benefit, of this ge- 
neral institution, is the raising of funds for ob- 
taining, and keeping up, an ample supply of all 
books, tracts, &e. proper‘tor Episcopal Sunday 
schools; so that they can be furnished on the 
most advantageous terms, to all parts of our 
country. 

*« Hhe .extensive und powerful influence 
which Sunday school instruction must exert 
cn the community and the church, cannot be 
otherwise than duly «appreciated. In dispens- 
ing that instruction in the various parts of our 
country, sn immense supply of elementary and 
other books is absolutely necessary. ‘To keep 
up this, there must be, somewhere, propor- 
tioned means. ‘These, ss fer as cur church is 
concerned, have never yet been brought into 
operation. Our schools have, therefore, been, 
in a great measure, dependent for books, &e: 
on such cheap supplies as were athand ; a very 
large proportion «f which contain religious 
views foreign from those of our own standards; 
aud almost all of which aye deficient in elemen- 
tary principles of religious instruction on which 
those standards lay great and proper stress. 
This society was established, principally, for 
the purpose of remedying this eardinal evil, 
by concentrating contributions from all pwits 
of our chureh; and thus puiting into operation 
wn adequate system for the supply of proper 
books, at such a rate as is required by the, ne- 
cessary economy ef schools tor gretuitous in- 
struction. By this mesns will be accomplished 
the obviously right and proper object of having 
thut extensive and powertully influential reti- 
gious instruction of which Suaday schools are 
the mean, where only it ought to he,’ in the: 
hands of the church, aad accordant with her 
primitive and scriptural views. And con- 
nected with this will be another coniemplated 
benefit of this institution, the contwary to which 
woukl appear to be indeed an anomaly—that 
the pastors of.our communion, and their bene- 
volent and pious lay coudjutors in this good 
work, will not be subject to any influence or 
responsibility, direct or implied, extraneous 
from their own church. 

‘In the happy state of things in our eoun- 

s. . . 
try, the ranks of influence, in every social peloe- 
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son, are not unfrequently supplied from those 
which were once of the humblest and most de- 
pendert cheraeter. To the humblest, then 
and the most dependent, it is the dictate of 
wisdom to extend the means of moral and in- 
tellectual advancement, and to impart sound 
Principles and correct views. 

** The sincere Christian, grsteful himself for 
the love of God in Christ, whereby the b'ess- 
ings of grace and salvation sre offered, is warm- 
ed with a holy deyre to impart the knowledge 
of them to others, and incite them to diligent 
spplication to the means and conditions pro- 
vuled for their conveyance. 

**In acting upon these correct and pious 
principles, an enlightened attachment to the 
Gospel will lead to a desire to present it in 
that integrity in which it proceeded from its 
divine Author, Of the views and motives of 
those who mar that integrity, either by incul- 
cating what is contrary to the Gospel, or by 
withholding, or encouraging the light estime- 
tion of, what is connected with it, we would 
think only in the most charitable and Christian 
spirit. But in regard to the duty of avoiding 
both these errors, and even the »ppearance of 
abetting either, we are under a most awful re- 
sponsibility. And this is the strong ground on 
which we would build an earnest appeal to our 
fllow-members of the church, in behalf of an 
institution, whose main object it is to provide 
an adequste supply of the several grades of 
books for Sunday schools, which will impart 
no other religious views than such as are con- 
sistent with the truth as it is in Jesus; and 
will exhibit that truth in the fulness and inte- 
grity in which it is revealed in the Holy Serip- 
tures, and so faithfully and forcibly exhibited 
in the standards of our churcla 

** In consideration, too, of the evangelical 
character of thet church, as contained in its 
doctrines, ministry, crdinances, and worship, 
we would present, as another motive for 
strengthening the hands of this society, its 
tendency to promote that union and concen- 
tration of feeling «nd action, on the prt of the 
members of that church, which will draw them 
more elosely in the bonds of Christian fellow- 
ship; exalt the character, and enlarge the in- 
fluence, of their communion; and avert the 
deteriorating operation of sentiments and feel- 
ings hostile to her principles, unity, and or- 
cer. 

* The main object of the present appeal, is 
the furnishing of the executive commitice, 
from all parts of the churel—from the weal- 
thy, in liberal proportion to their sbility, end 
from those who have litle, in cheerful appro- 
priations from that little—with the mesns of 
immediately providing, snd of constantly re- 
taining, such a number of proper books, tracts, 
&c., as will enable them to furnish them, at a 
low price, to every portion of the chureh. 

* Whether this object wili be best answered 
by collections in churches, by individual contri- 
butions, or by the establishment of auxiliary so- 
cieties, the executive committec leave to the 
wisdom and diseretion of the right reverend the 
bishops, the reverend the clergy, and the lay 
friends of the ehurch in the several dioceses 
and vieinities. On one point, however, they 
trust that their deliberate conviction of duty 
to the religion and church of the Redeemer, 
will be allowed as justifying a respectful but 
most urgent request. It is, that something may 








[No. 9% 


be done, and done promptly and efficiently, in 
every section of our church, 

“With the urging of this request, we com. 
mend our society to the protection and blessing 
of Almighty God ; and to the prayers of «ll the 
friends of religion and the church. 

* Signed by order and in behalf of the ex- 
ecutive committee, 

© Joun Henry Honant, Chairman. 
“ New-York, Junnary 16, 1827. 

“P.S. It will be perecived by the consti- 
tution of the society, that little provision i 
made for funds, other than those, the amount 
of which is to be returned in books and tracts, 
It is obsicus, however, that in order to pronés 
a supply of these, other funds must be had, to 
no inconsiderable amount, in the very com. 
mencement of our operations. Indeed, a per- 
manent fund for this purpdse woud be highly 
desirable, and afford means of operation of the 
most certain, efficient, and lasting character, 
In many places, Sundsy schools, and auxiliary 
societies, can probably do little more than make 
the requisite advances for the books which they 
may need; and which it will ever be the object 
of the executive committee to put at the low- 
est prices In other places, such schools and 
societies may be enabled, from time to time, 
to make donations to the funds of the general 
union, over and above their advances for books, 
&e. Sometimes, perhaps, auxiliary societies 
may be formed, unconnected with schools, for 
the simple purpose of raising funds to be trans. 
mitted to the general treasury. At all events, 
we cunnot but think that there is hardly a por- 
tion of our church where there are not indivi 
duals both able «nd willing to make donations, 
or contribute annual subscriptions, to a work 
promising such extensive benetit to the relie 
gion and church of the Redeemer, and corre- 
pects to the Lest interests of society and 
the commonwealth. And ghould the constitu- 
tion undergo the very desirable change of pro- 
viding for men bers aud managers for life, and 
for patrons, it cannot be doubted thet reference 
will be had to the pious and benevolent contri- 
butions which may, in the mean while, be made 
to our funds. 

* Douations and subscriptions will he grate- 
fully received by Dr. Jolin Smyth Rogers, 
treasurer, New-York.” 


Of the preceding circular a large num- 
ber have been printed, and will be sedu- 
lously distributed. 

The committee appointed by the exe- 
cutive committee lost no time in carrying 
its resolutions into effect. Accordingly, 
on the 6th of February, a meeting of cler- 
fymen, superintendents, and directors of 
Sunday schools, and a number of other 
laymen, was held in the basement story 
of Christ church. After a statement of 
the objects of the meeting, and some dis- 
cussion, in the course of which much in- 
terest in the welfare of the General Union 
was manifested, the folloWing resolutions 
were adopted :— 

“1. Resolved, that this meeting has 
heard, with much satisfaction, of the for- 
mation of the General Protestant Episco- 
pal Sunday School Union, and regards the 
said union as eminently entitled to the 
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patronage and support of the members of 
the Protestant Episcopal Chureh; inas- 
much as, if carried into efficient opera- 
tion, it must contribute most essentially 
to the interests of that church in particu- 
Jar, and of religion in general. 

“2, Resolved, as the opinion of this 
meeting, that as the said union has been 
located in this city, where the influence 
of our church, 2nd the means of promot- 
ing her advancement, are unrivalled, it 
becomes the sacred duty of the Episco- 
palians of this city to put forth such ex- 
ertions as will meet the reasonable expec- 
tations of their brethren elsewhere, and 
be an encouragement to such proportioned 
efforts in other places, as, added to our 
own, will enable the society to go into 
prompt and efficient operation. 

“3, Whereas, in the opinion of this meet- 
ing, it would be highly inexpedient to in- 
terfere with other pious and benevolent 
objects, proper to be brought before the 
Episcopalians of this city, and especially 
with the collections now making for the 
General Theological Seminary, by asking 
large sums; and whereas there is reason 
ta believe that there wili be found in the 
members of our church in this city, gene- 
rally, a willingness and desire to contri- 
bute to our Sunday School Union; there- 
fore, resolved, that a committee be ap- 
pointed by this meeting in each of the con- 
gregations here represented, with power 
to add to their own number; whose busi- 
ness it shall be to apply to every member 
of that congregation, for a donation of 
one dollar, or less, to the funds of the Ge- 
neral Protestant Episcopal Sunday School 
Union. Further, resolved, that the above 
committees be earnestly requested to be 
ready to report to the executive commit- 
tee at the first meeting of the said com- 
mittee held after the 15th day of March 
next; at least one week’s previous notice 
of the said meeting being given to the 
chairman of each committee. 

* 4, Resolved, that such benevolent indi- 
viduals 2s may wish to contribute a larger 
sum than that named in these resolutions, 
be respectfully requested to send the same 
to the treasurer of the union, Dr. John 
Smyth Rogers, or to any owe of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal clergymen in this city. 

5. Resolved, that 1 committee be ap- 
pointed to draw up a brief statement of 
the objects and claims of the General Pro- 
testant Episcopal Sunday School Union, 
and to have the same, together with the 
Proceedings of this meeting, printed ; and 
that the ministers of the several Episcopal 
churches in this city be respectfully re- 
quested to allow the document thus print- 
ed, to be laid in the pews of their churches, 
on the Sunday next preceding the appli- 
cations to be made to their respective 
congregations. 

" Resolved, that the committees con- 


templated in the third of the resolutions 
just passed, consist of five each; and that 
the members present from each congrega- 
tion, or a delegation from them, be on the 
said committees ; and that should the num- 
ber thus appointed be less than five, the 
remainder be supplied by the nominations 
of the members of those congregations re- 
spectively, present ut this meeting.” 

The statement contemplated in the fifth 
of these resolutions has been drawn up and 
printed in sufficient number for distrihu- 
tion in all the congregations of the city. 
For the benefit of our readers in other 
parts, we insert it here :— 


Sunday School Instruction. 

This mode of instruction, humble in its ori- 
gin, and humble in its operation and character, 
when considered in detail; must, when viewed 
in the aggregate, and in its connexion with the 
known operations.of the haman mind, be re- 
garded as one of the most important, extensive, 
and efficient moral engines which are to pro- 
duce an effect on society. The contemplation 
of hundreds of thousands of the youth of our 
country acquiring their knowledge, sentiments, 
and principles of actions, and thus forming their 
moral character, at the hands of those we by dis- 
pense this instruction, presents the system to 
the mind as emphatically great in itself, and 
momentous in its consequences The first im- 
pressions which it suggests, are admiration of 
the pious benevolence which prompts to exer- 
tions involving so much solicitude and labour, 
and, save in consideration of the sweet reward 
which it cannot but returf, so much self-denial; 
and gratitude for the many instances with which 
we ure favoured, of long-continued and un-+ 
wearying perseverance in this labour of love. 
And when we reflect on the consequences 
which cannot bat result from these labours, we 
find it difficult to set to them any limits with 
regard cither to space or time. They will per- 
vade every section of the country, and be hand- 
ed down tu every period of posterity. ‘These 
consequences will be invaluable in a civil point 
of view. ‘There can be no doubt that they will 
bring with them honesty, sobriety, and good 
order, which, in their happy influence on so- 
ciety and the commonwealth, will be regarded 
by the philanthropist and the good citizen, as 
sn ample return for whatever labour may have 
been bestowed, or expense incurred, in secur- 
ing them. 

* But the civil benefits of Sunday school in- 
struction sre far from limiting the Christian’s 
estimate of its value, or his view of its advant- 
ages. Its religious character is that only which 
can justify the appropriation to it of the hours 
of God’s own hallowed day; while it demands 
for snch appropriation the merited regard of 
its being among the very best to which that day 
can be given. It is one of the most influential 
means, under the divine blessing, of spreading 
the knowledge of the Redeemer’s grace and 
merey, and inciting to the true and living faith 
of the Gospel And when religion is the sube 
jeet which occupies the mind of the pious and 
enlightened Episcopalian, his heart turns, with 
a readiness, a devotion, and a feeling of grati- 
tude to the God of alt grace, which cannot but 
be excited by its evangelical and primitive cha- 
racter, fo the religion of his church. Pereciv- 
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ing in its principles and order, evidences of its 
being more nearly allied than any other within 
his knowledge, to the pure and undefiled reli- 
gion which came from Chiist, and was propa- 
gated by his holy apostles and first martyrs, he 
cannot separate the duty of spreading the reli- 
gion of the Gaspel from that of spreading the 
religion of his church. Of those who differ from 
it, he judges with kindness and charity. But 
the same kindness and charity urge him to wish 
to bring to the knowledge and practice of it all 
within the influence of his Christian, honour- 
able, and well ordered exertions. ‘l'his prin- 
ciple applies especially to Sunday schoo! in- 
struction. It is forming, and will continue to 
form, the religious views and principles of hun- 
dreds of thousands of the youth of our country. 
In the prosecution of it sn immense supply of 
small elementary books, tracts, &c. is indis- 
pensable. ‘To provide this, on such terms as 
are required by gratuitous schools, » concen- 
tration of effort is necessary. The making of 
this has heretofore been principally confined 
to other denominations of Christians, or to as- 
sociations in which they possess an overwhelm- 
ing influence. The General Protestant Epis- 
eopal Sanday School Union was formed mainly 
with a view of engaging our church, through- 
out the United States, in the same laudable 
enterprise. The patronage of that union to 
such a degree as will enable it to operate ia 
this line, promptly, extensively, and efficiently, 
is the only effectual method of excluding from 
our Sunday schools books imparting principles 
foreign from those of our own church, or defi- 
eient in views of evangelical principles and du- 
ties on which the standards of that church lay 
great and proper stress; snd securing ample 
and cheap supplies of those which, by God's 
blessing, will tend to bring up the young in 
those primitive and scriptural principles which 
we believe to be, in genuineness and purity, 
* the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 

*¢*Our Sunday School Union, formed, during 
the meeting of the late General Convention of 
our church, by bishops, Gdergymen, and lay- 
men, from all parts of the country, has been 
placed in this city. This circumstance, con- 
nected with the peculiar facilities which exist 
here for supporting the religious institutions of 
our church, induced the executive committee 
to make, as the first step in advancing those 
interests of the union which have been com- 
roitted to their care, an effort to enlist in its 
behalf the feelings and exertions of the men- 
bers of the church in this city.” 


Here follow the proceedings of the meet- 
ing, of which an account was given above, 
with the following postscript :— 


“The proposed mode of solicitation in be- 
half of this society is such that, while « refusul 
can hardly be considered within the bounds of 
possibility, a compliance cannot operate to the 
detriment of any other elaims of piety or cha- 
yity. ‘The appeal will be made furthwith; and 
« moment’s doubt cannot be entertained that 
ihe aggregate will be un encouragement to such 
exertions elsewhere, as will enable the union 
soon to supply the Episcopal Sunday schools 
in the United States with such books as they 
ought to have, in such quantities as are de- 
reanded, and on terms consistent with the ne- 
eessary economy of such establishments. 

«« Vhe New-York Protestrut Episcopal Sun- 
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day School Soeiety, which has been placed in 
union with the general socicty, will continne as 
a separate institution, with the great advant. 
age of being able to purchase from the general 
depository, the best books at the most favour. 
able prices. 

“ New-York, February 16, 1827.” 


At a general meeting of the members of 
the several committees appointed on the 
6th of February,held on the 23d of the same 
month, much interest in the success of the 
measures taken was manifested by ail the 
gentlemen present, and the several com. 
inittees were recommended to meet at the 
earliest period practicable, and to prose. 
cute their collections with all possible 
despatch, in order to the completion of 
the whole collection before the 15th of 
March, when it is proposed to report them 
to the executive committee. We have 
every reason to hope that the Episcopali- 
ans of this city will manifest on this occa. 
sion their attachment to the cause of Sun- 
day school instruction, and their determi- 
nation to support the institutions of their 
church, by a general and liberal contribu. 
tion to the union. It is to be hoped that 
other parts of the state, and our fellow 
Episcopalians in the sister states, will not 
be wanting in following this good ex- 
ample. 

We have been favoured, in addition to 
the preceding statements, with some ex- 
tracts from the correspondence of the so- 
ciety, and an account of the schools and 
societies which have entered into union 
with it, and the constitution of the auxili- 
ary society of Trinity church, Utica. These 
shall be inserted at the earliest opportu. 
nity. 
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Sunday Schools in France. 


A committee has been recently formed in 
Paris, for promoting the extensiou of Sunday 
schools throughout the reformed churches of 
France. An excellent address on the subject 
has been circulated in the name of the com- 
mittce, signed by the Baron de Stacl, as pro- 
visional president, aud M, Lutteroth, as pro 
visional secretary. It states, that elementary 
educatioa has net hitherto become general in 
France, and that the want of it in various ways 
impedes the progress of religious instruction; 
#nd among many others, because the discourses 
of the clergy ave in consequence ill understood 
by the younger members cf their flock. After 
adverting to the extension of Sunday schools in 
Great-Britain, the United States of America, 
and the various countries in which Christian 
missionaries have founded churches, aud the 
benefits which have resulted from these insti- 
tutions, he praceeds as follows :— 

“ Vhe lessons which are taught on the Sab- 
bath, must necessarily, both in the choice 
subjects and the manner of treating them, be 
of a religious tendency. ‘They cannot, as on 
other days, relate to the temporal and fleeting 


interests of this Iife ; but parting of the samt 
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tity of the day, they must be restricted to the 
concerns of the soul, and of eternity. They 
will be to children what public worship is to 
adults; they will be founded upon the Bible; 
they will relate to the word of God, the divine 
truths which it teaches, the admirable precepts 
which it contains, the regenerating influence of 
which it is the instrument.” 


‘March, 1827.] Calvin’s Manuscripts.—Bp. Luscombe’s Visitation’. 
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Discovery of Calvin’s Manuscripts. 

Fight volumes of manuscript sermons of Cal- 
vin, the celebrated reformer, had, in some way 
or other, eome into the possession of a woman 
who deals in second-hand articles at Geaf. They 
were by chance discovered in her hands in 1825, 
and purehased for the town library, at so much 
the pound.—J6. 


Bishop T.uscombe’s Visitations, Cc. 

It will be gratifying to our readers to learn, that the Protestant bish6p on the con- 
tinent of Europe, Bishop Luscombe, is so actively and usefully employed in his 
Episcopal functions. ‘This will appear from the following statement furnished by the 
Rev. Dr. Jarvis, who took letters of introduction to Bishop Luscombe from Bishop 
Hobart, of this city, and who was most kindly received by Bishop Luscombe at Paris. 


Memorandum of the first two Visitations of Bishop Luscombe, with the probable Numbers of 


British Residents, as far as he has been abe to uscertuin them. 











Namesof | ——- Names of pe of 
-“ o> Ph» ae iW isited. ersons Observati 
visited. er, © catng Mates | ee confirmed. — 
a aoe yp held at the 
Rev. Mr. Foster )} = ” ratoire, a church of 

Paris- - -| 3,500 |4 Rev. G. Le Fevre } — — = theF renchProtestants, 

| Rev. Lewis Way J\°""® ot the Genevan Confes- 

Charenton - | 400 sion. 

St.Omer - 400 | Rev. Dr. Sandilands oe fr: a 26 } . sn ogg —_ 

Calais - -} 1,500] Rev, J. Liptrott Aug. 26,1825} 50 Nochapel; service in the 
clergyman’s house. 

Boulogne -| 5,000] Rev. J. Symons Aug. 28,1825) 148 | Chapei for 600 persons. 

Dieppe - - 200 | Rev. J. Beaver Sept. 1, 1825} 20 | French Protestant cha- 
pel—commodious. 

Havre - -}| 1,000} Rev. J.C. Belin Sept.6, ,, 40 | FrenchProtestantchureh 
—not commodious. 

€aen- - - 300 | Rev. R. Rothe Sept. 12, ,, 20 French Protestant cha- 
pel--very commodious. 

St.Servan - 800 | Rev. S. Brereton Sept. 15, ,, 72 |Chapel contains 200— 

(St. Maloe.) not commoiious. 

Tours - - 400 | Rev. G. Way June 5, 1826 40 een commo- 
dious. 

Brassels- -{ 3,000] Rev.— Holworthy | Sept. 1826 68 |Excellent secommoda- 
tions in the Dutch 

‘ churches. 

Antwerp’ - 300 | Rev. Dr. Loch Sept. ,, 24 |Do. do, do. 

Rotterdam - 200 | Rev. J. Hayes Sept. ,, 30 |Good English church, 
built and endowed by 
Queen Elizabeth. 

Amsterdam 500} Rey. J. L. Jeans Sept. 4, 24 Smallchapel.'The church 

| built by Q. Elizabeth 

j has been lost to the 
English and converted 
into shops. 

Bruges - - 400 | Rev. Wm. Butts Sept. ,, 26 Dutch church. 

Ostend - - 200}, - - - - - - - |Sept. ,, 25 Confirmation in Dutch 
church. Service is 
performed by Dutch 
pastor. 

Dunkerque- {| 1,000 | Rev.— Ridout Sept. ,, 22 |Small and inconvenient 

Versailles - 800 chapel. 

St.Germuains 50 ' 

Avranches - 100 ' 

Ghent - - 100 > 

The Hague - 50 

mG - « = 100 

20,100 869 

















Charenton and the six places last mentioned have not been visited, though the bishop has been 
furnished with estimates. The following places have not yet been visited, and the probable num- 
ber of British residents in them has not yet been ascertained :— Nantes, Blois, Le Mans, Rennes, 

rdeaux, Thoulouse, Marseilles—Nice, Genoa, Leghorn, Fiorence, Rome, Naples—Geneva, 


_ Lausanne, Yevay—Homburgh. 
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University of London. 

It may gratify our literary friends to 
learn, that the long-agitated question of 
establishing an uNiversity in the city 
of London being settled—the necessary 
grounds purchased —the architectural 
plans arranged—and the buildings in pro- 
gress—the council will shortly proceed 
to the choice of 24 professors according 
to the folloWing notice, viz.— 

“ University of London.—The council 
hereby give notice, that they have resolved 
to appoint to the following professorships, 
as being those more immediately requisite 
at the commencement of the institution, 
viz.—1. Greek language, literature, and 
antiquities ;—2. Roman languoge, litera- 
ture, and antiquities;—3. English litera- 
ture and composition ;—4. rrench lan- 
guage and literature ;—5. Italian and Spa- 
nish languages and literature ;—6. Ger- 
man and northern languages and litera- 
ture; —7. Elementary mathematics; —3. 
Higher mathematics and mathematical 
physics ;—9. Experimental physics ;—10, 
Chemistry ;—11. Zoology and comparative 
anatomy ;—1!2. Application of physical sci- 
ences to the arts;—13. Logic and philoso- 
phy of the human mind;—14. Moral and 
political philosophy ;—15. Jurisprudence, 
including international law ;—16. English, 
with (perhaps) separate lectures on the 
constitution ;—17. History ;—18. Political 
economy ;—19. Anatomy ;—20. Physiolo- 
#Y;:—21. Surgery ;—22. Midwifery, and 
diseases of women and children ;—23. Ma- 
teria medica and pharmacy ;—24. Nature 
and treatment of diseases. 

** Applications from candidates for these 
professorships will be received until the 
Ast of May, 1827. 

* Signed by order of the council, 

* J. A. Cox, LL.D. hon. See. to the council. 

** Thomas Coates, Clerk to the council, 
“7, Furnival’s Inn, Dec. 21, 1826.” 

Births in Paris. 

By a late statistical work published in 
France, it appears that the number of 
births in Paris, in the year 1825, were 
26,347, of which 9,425 were illegitimate !! 
—What a picture does this present of the 
moral condition of that renowned city! 

—_—_—o—_ 
Acknowledgment, &c. 

The librarian of the General Theologi- 
cal Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, acknowledges 
the receipt of the following donations to 
the library during the month of February, 
1827 :— 

From Mr. C. F. Jones: Memoires histo- 
riques et critiques sur la Vie et sur la 
Legende du Pape Gregoire VII. S tom. 
12mo. 

From Mr. Philip H. Nicklin: Spelmanni 
Concilia Eeclesie Britannicz, folio. 
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From John Pintard, esq.: Hooket’s Eccle. 
siastical Politie, folio, London, with cy. 
rious MS notes. 

From R.Whittingham : Selichoth, or, Pray. 
ers of the Jews for the greater Festivals, 
8vo. 

_—_- 

Ordinations by the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, 
On Friday, t'ec. 8, 1826, an ordination 

was held in Trinity church, New-York, b 

the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, and Hiram 

Jelliff was admitted to the holy order of 

deacons; and at an ordination in St. Mark's 

church, New-York, on Sunday, Feb. 11, 

1827, John D. Gilbert was also admitted 

to the order of deacons. 


_—_— 
St. Paul’s Church, Detroit. 


The Rev. Richard S. Cadle, a native of 
this city, and a missionary of the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States, some time since organized a chureh 
in Detroit, under the name of St. Paul’s 
Church. The congregation is small, but 
respectable and zealous. The members 
are extremely desirous of obtaining the 
means of erecting a building for public 
worship, to which object something has 
already been done, and no doubt every ex- 
ertion will be used among themselves to 
effect it: but in this remote frontier it is 
not to be expected that they can furnish 
all that will be needed. The vestry, there- 
fore, at a meeting last autumn, author. 


ized a lady “to solicit and receive dona” 


tions in New-York and elsewhere, to be 
applied and expended, under their diree- 
tion, towards the building an Episcopal 
church in that city.”—This lady, Mrs. 
Bradish, has been spending the winter 
among her friends in Philadelphia, where 
she is now soliciting aid for the little flock 
in whose behalf she was commissioned; 
and we understand she will also soon visit 
this city, with the same benevolent inten- 
tion. 











Calendar for April, 1827. 
1. Fifth Sunday in Lent. 
8. Sixth Sunday in Lent. Palm Sunday. 
9. Monday before Easter. 
10. Tuesday before Easter. 
11. Wednesday before Easter. 
12. Thursday before Easter. 
13. Good-Friday. 
14, Easter-Even. 
15. Easter Day. 
16, Faster-Monday. 
17. Easter-Tuesday. 
22. First Sunday after Easter. Low Sunday. 
25. St. Mark. 
29. Second Sunday after Easter. 


Ecclesiastical Meeting in April, 1827. 
23. Georgia Convention meets. 





























